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SUMMARY

The present Sustainable Plan for Battir
village has been developed with the aim
of better managing the village’s available
natural and cultural resources and features,
while at the same time creating new oppor-
tunities for local economic empowerment
and improved local living standards. It has
been guided by the overall objective of
serving as the first model of a sustainable
village in Palestine. The plan was initiated
by the International Peace Cooperation
Center (IPCC) in 2012, and includes de-
tailed analyses produced by IPCC staft
and collaborators. The plan itself contains
five chapters.

An introductory chapter provides basic
information about Battir village as well
as details of the surveying process, the
plan’s guiding vision, and its aims and
methodology.

Development of the plan was conduct-
ed over several phases beginning with a
tuller understanding of the village’s history
and local culture, as well as its surrounding
environment and geographical features
and values, while taking into account the
UNESCO nomination file, presented in
Chapter 2.

'The third chapter contains a description
of different analyses conducted under this

plan. This was followed by a demographic
analysis, and local social structures and
relations, as well as cultural and historical
traditions, and the village’s main economic
activities and outputs. Additional studies
undertaken include a physical analysis of
the built environment, an urban analysis,
and an infrastructure and environmental
analysis. Also studied were factors affecting
the village in its entirety, including the
old village core, as well as an analysis of
the agricultural watch-towers (manater)
as structures that are integrated into the
landscape terraces.

Separate detailed studies were conduct-
ed for the old village core due to its histor-
ical significance and high cultural value, of
both tangible and intangible heritage. This
included identifying and developing an
inventory of existing structures and sites
of special significance, and undertaking
an extensive field survey that takes into
account structures and urban elements and
a range of other factors impacting the site.
All results related to the old historic core
are given in the fourth chapter.

'The last chapter outlines the resultant
sustainable plan for Battir village, includ-
ing some of the principles adhered to
when developing the plan. It also con-
tains a number of recommendations and
proposed actions.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Battir is a Palestinian village located to the
south of Jerusalem. Occupying 12,000 du-
nums of land, the village’s name translates
to “the house of birds”, a reference to the
many species of birds that can be found
there, attesting to the land’s fertility and
the existence of water springs. A total of
3,500 dunums of Battir’s traditional lands
are located inside the Armistice Line (the
Green Line) dividing Israel from the West
Bank.

The village boasts a long and rich his-
tory of human settlement. Archaeolog-
ical evidence of human habitation dates
back to the Bronze and Iron Ages, with
evidence of human activity spanning the
Roman, Persian and Hellenistic periods.
The village has long relied on agriculture
as its main source of economic activity,
which has helped shape Battir’s unique
landscape characterized by a series of
spectacular terraces (Al-Jinan). Some of
these still depend on the original irrigation
system constructed during the Roman pe-
riod, whereby spring water is collected in
a pool before being channelled to feed the
surrounding agricultural lands. An integral
part of the surrounding natural landscape,
these land terraces are the most important
teatures of Battir village for which it has
become famous.

Battir’s cultural landscape was shaped
via the intermingling of cultural, histori-
cal and natural elements, including local
customs and tradition. The interaction of
these elements, including local life styles,
reflect the unique spirit of the place.

Battir’s inscription in the UNESCO
World Heritage List (WHL) and World
Heritage in Danger List in 2014 testifies
to the village’s outstanding universal val-
ues. The nomination file for inclusion in
the WHL was developed and submitted
jointly by the Ministry of Tourism and
Battir’s local council. In particular, Battir
was included under categories three and
four® as a cultural landscape that includes

“combined works of nature and of man.”?

Under its nomination file for its in-
scription to the WHL, Battir was divided
into two zones: a core zone and a buffer
zone. Recognised features of its cultural
landscape include terraces, water springs,
systems for irrigation, archaeological sites,
watch-towers, olive presses and the vil-
lage’s historic core.

Lands belonging to the village that fall
within the WHS (World Heritage Site)
buffer zone contain ancient agricultural
terraces and the surrounding landscape,
as well as some historical structures such
as agricultural watchtowers.® This land
surrounds Battir from the north to the
south and borders the adjacent villages
of Al-Walageh, Al-Khader, Husan and
Beit Jala.

The old village core is among Battir’s
most important asset. It has been inhab-
ited since the Mamluk period. Old stone
houses, mostly dating back to the Ottoman
period, serve as valuable examples of ver-
nacular architecture found in Palestinian
villages. These houses and their design
reflect local traditions and customs and
reveal the skill of constructing houses with
local materials. The old village is locat-
ed partly within the core zone identified
in the WHL nomination file, and partly
within the buffer zone.

Battir also has a rich intangible heritage,
a product of local lifestyles that includes
traditional dance and songs, traditional
embroidery and handicrafts, customs of
sharing, and a distinct culinary tradition
with eggplants — the main product of ag-
riculture in Battir — a central ingredient.
These traditions continue to form part of
the uniqueness of Battir, and are still em-
braced by local residents who have a vital
role to play in preserving Battir’s cultural
heritage. Awareness among Battir’s local
residents of the village’s historical past and
cultural traditions is especially important
when promoting future sustainable de-
velopment.

Battir also faces a number of challenges
and threats, including losing many of its
recognized values, along with a decreasing

1 Only sites of outstanding
universal value that
meet at least one of ten
selection criteria qualify
forinclusion under the
WHL. Battir is qualified
under criteria (iii) to
bear a unique or at least
exceptional testimony to
a cultural tradition or to a
civilization which is living
or which has disappeared
and (iv) as an outstanding
example of a type of
building, architectural or
technological ensemble or
landscape which illustrates
(a) significant stage(s) in
human history. For more
information, visit:
http://whc.unesco.org/en/
list/1492

2 UNESCO, Operational
Guidelines for the
Implementation of the
World Heritage Conven-
tion, 2016

3 http://whc.unesco.org/en/
list/1492



population. The planned route of Israel’s
separation wall threatens Battir’s valuable
cultural landscape, agricultural lands and
its ancient irrigated terraces. It also has a
negative visual impact. Some local resi-
dents may find themselves no longer able
to access their lands. This spells potentially
disastrous consequences both for the local
community and for the village’s unique
landscape. For now, Battir’s nomination
to the WHL has temporarily halted con-
struction of Israel’s separation wall, but
the threat remains.

Furthermore, some of the stone build-
ings found in the old village have become
dilapidated due to years of subsequent ne-
glect. The old village core also lacks sev-
eral basic facilities and local services that
would otherwise better meet the needs
of the local community and substantially
improve living standards.

The development of the present sus-
tainable plan is intended to make a sig-
nificant contribution to the preservation,
management, sustainable usage and de-
velopment of Battir’s available resources
and landscape.

An important starting point was the
recognition of the village’s uniqueness.
Major particularities of Battir village were
used as a base for this sustainable plan,
including its listing as a world heritage
site of its cultural landscape. The same also
applies to the potential for organic pro-
duction utilizing traditional agricultural
methods and existing irrigation systems.

The production of a sustainable de-
velopment plan for Battir is particularly
important when it comes to better coordi-
nating a host of local initiatives and devel-
opmental projects, as well as encouraging
the village’s socio-economic development
particularly as an attractive site for in-
creased tourism. The village of Battir is a
living space, and a primary goal has been
to develop a plan that preserves Battir’s
uniqueness, while simultaneously meeting
the demands for improved services and fa-
cilities for its local residents, in line with
opportunities for future development.
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Figure 1: Battir terraces
during harvest season




Vision

Battir is a unique ecological and historical
hub which integrates the wellbeing of the
Palestinian community with its urban fab-
ric, heritage and the historical landscape.
Protecting and preserving the historical,
environmental, cultural and local heritage
of Battir will strengthen its inhabitants
and will also contribute to the quality of
life and the welfare of visitors to the vil-
lage. It will also unlock new development
opportunities, which the local community
stands to benefit from.

Battir’s sustainable plan is a holistic vision
to enhance the village’s natural environment,
protect its cultural heritage, and strengthen
its economy, while improving the quality of
life and equal opportunities for all.

'This vision also includes improving liv-
ing standards, health and well-being, as well
as usage of identified opportunities includ-
ing equality, social inclusion and cohesion.

This plan was prepared to serve as a
model for sustainable development for
other localities.

Concept

The concept of the plan emerged out of
the vision elaborated above. It required
an understanding of the site and its par-
ticularities, which involved conducting a
site analysis and survey, as well as pro-
posing strategies and guidelines for the
preservation and enhancement of Battir’s
heritage, including its built and natural
environments, and improvement in the
living conditions.

The local community were widely
consulted during the formulation of the
plan’s vision, emphasizing the preservation
of Battir’s unique cultural, historical and
environmental features in a way that simul-
taneously opens up new socio-economic
opportunities for the village’s local residents.
'The present plan includes an overview of all
elements of the site and of Battir’s cultural,
social and economic features.

Figure 2: Sustainable
plan outline

Since the old village core represents a
valuable asset in itself, as an inhabited area
with historical buildings, this plan includes
an assessment of its site elements: their
importance, values, historical content and
potentials, the relation between elements,
the sequence of locality development, and
correlations with the local surroundings. As
a key part of the planning and preservation,
the old village core was zoned as a con-
servation area, with limited interventions
permitted.

The last section of the plan outlines a
roadmap towards sustainability organised
around the priority areas: energy; environ-
ment; economy; culture and social inclu-
sion; and health and well being.

Actions that provide for Battir’s long
term sustainable development are included
under those categories.

The plan also integrates guidelines for
different types of physical interventions and
urban improvements, as well as environ-
mental protection and disaster prevention
strategies, and strategies to enhance local
living standards.

Stakeholders

Vision

Understand-
ing of the Site

Survey and
ELWEWETES

Old village
center survey

Sustainable plan based on
6 strategies



Special emphasis is placed on both organic
agricultural production and tourism, both
of which have significant economic po-
tential. Battir’s long history of agricultural
production was the driving force that led to
the village’s unique terraced landscape, and
also served as the main backdrop to the vil-
lage’s various social and cultural traditions
and life cycles. While Battir’s reliance on
agriculture has declined over recent years,
prioritizing agricultural production is cen-
tral to improving the village’s economic
outlook and important in preserving many
of its local traditions.

For its part, tourism has steadily grown
as an area of great economic potential that
can also play a central role in supporting
sustainable growth. Many of the village’s
historical and natural features provide a
backdrop to developing Battir’s tourism
sector, leading to greater diversification of
local revenue sources. Eco-tourism has par-
ticular potential in Battir, especially when
leveraging the village’s strong agricultural
traditions that are based on ancient prin-
ciples of cultivation, organic production
and traditional festivals. It is also in close
enough proximity to potentially benefit
from tourism to Jerusalem, Bethlehem and
Hebron, as well as support increased tour-
ism to those sites.

'This plan also contributes to preparing
a conservation plan for the old village core.
'The guidelines presented are important in
establishing a controlled process of preser-
vation and usage of the cultural elements.

1.1 AIMS OF THE PLAN

'The intended aims of Battir’s sustainable
development plan were developed with
reference to the core vision outlined above,
and are as follows:

1. To ensure a healthy environment and
preserve the natural ecosystem

To enhance Battir’s built setting

To create a sustainable community

"To boost organic agricultural production

ik w

To develop tourism as one of the key
economic sectors for Battir

*

To preserve the villages tangible and

intangible heritage

7. To enhance local living standards and
economic opportunities

8. To strengthen social inclusion

Objectives:

1. Provision of public service and of new
local facilities

2. Integrating energy efficiency into future
interventions in both architecture and
urban development

3. Strengthen the role of all levels of
stakeholders

4. Introduce strategies for smart energy
consumption and the sustainable use
of natural resources

5. Revitalize Battir’s historic village core

6. Identify priority projects for implemen-
tation

7. Set up strategies to improve physical,
socio cultural and natural elements in
the village

8. Develop guidelines for environmental
and heritage preservation

9. Identify education and promotional
programs

10.Provide a solid base for agricultural
production

11.Introduce guidelines for the use, main-
tenance and preservation of landscape
terraces

1.2 METHODOLOGY

In preparing this plan, the whole area of
Battir village was studied with particular
attention given to the old village core since
it contains the most important elements of
the locality and has significant historical
and cultural value. The preparation phase
included data collected from previous
studies, structured interviews, question-
naires, and a field survey. Involved in the
preparation was the following:

Identification of the site — understand-
ing Battir’s natural, cultural and historical
features, as well as its historical and cultur-
al traditions. This required structuring the
analysis around three different categories:
social, natural and built environment.



Level of analysis

Wider built
up area with
village

Old/historic
village core

Landscape
terraces

Social structure

Built (physical) environment

Type of analysis

Natural environment

Social analyses of the village — the
villages demographic features and main
economic outputs and activities were ex-
amined in some detail as an important
backdrop to Battir’s social structures as
well as local living conditions. This was
also the case when assessing opportunities
to improve the socio-economic conditions
of the local residents.

Inventory and analyses of local build-
ings - Inventory forms were used to collect
data on local structures, including usage
and number of floors.

Urban level analyses - data was collect-
ed through in situ examinations. Roads,
urban fabric, land use, vistas, parking spac-
es and local infrastructure were all mapped,
providing an overall account of the existing
state. The resultant data was compiled onto
an excel sheet and Geographical Informa-
tion System (GIS) was used to produce
maps. This type of analyses was conducted
for the wider built up area.

Factors affecting the village - Gen-
eral constraints and present and potential
threats were also identified.

Old village core survey - Borders were
identified demarcating a conservation

Figure 3: Levels of
analyses

area of the old village core. Within these
borders, a survey was conducted of all
buildings on the urban level. Information
was collected on heritage features. This
survey included floor elevation, materials,
building typology, usage, the current state
of conservation, values, and ownership.
Analysis of the surrounding urban en-
vironment included the status of streets
and street elements, parking spaces, open
public spaces, and land use. All collected
data was also incorporated into the maps.
It was also important to define the threats
and constraints for future actions, which
in turn informed the development of the
plan. The outcomes of the conducted anal-
yses and survey were used to determine
the current state of conservation, level of
integrity and authenticity of the old village
core.

A roadmap for sustainable devel-
opment and preservation of the old
village core was created based on the data
collected. Development strategies include
recommendations and priority actions for
each element of the plan. Proposed future
actions also include administrative as well
as financing, planning and implementation
solutions, in addition to an outline of the
contributions of different stakeholders and
their responsibilities.

Proposals for Battir’s preservation and
tuture development target two levels of
interventions:

- 'The entire area of Battir village as per
its outline plan; and

- The old village core, with priority
buildings selected for intervention.

Lastly, regulations and guidelines were
developed related to the proposed inter-
ventions outlined in the sustainable plan.



Figure 4: Irrigated
landscape terrace of

Proposals for future actions focus on:

Land use

Identification of priority rehabilitation
zones and priority buildings

Building interventions

Street revitalization

Proposal for a tourist path arranged as
walking trails through key landmarks
and other attractions inside the old
village core

New infill plots

Needed facilities to support sustain-
ability

Basic interventions, usage and upgrades
for buildings inside village core
Selection of sites for development, in-
cluding potential projects that respond
to local community needs and enhance
prospects for future development.
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Map 1: Battir location

and connection

to Jerusalem and

Bethlehem

Husan
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2.0 LOCATION

Battir is strategically located in the Pal-
estinian Central Highlands, about 7 km
south-west of Jerusalem and a similar
distance north-west of Bethlehem. It also
borders the Jordan Valley, effectively acting
as a buffer between the highlands and the
desert area of the Jordan valley. Sitting at
an altitude of 544 m to 942 m above sea
level, it’s topography is characterized by
a network of valleys and hills. Its fertile
valleys cover much of the area between
Beit Jala and the Armistice Line. The lands
in the southern part of the locality descend
towards the north.

According to the Oslo Agreements
signed in 1993 and 1995, Battir’s built up
area is located within Area B, while 76.3%
of its lands are designated as Area C under
full Israeli control. Parts of the village also
fall within Jerusalem’s expanded municipal
borders. The historic center of Battir or the
old village core is located within Area C,
and thus not included in the built up area
designated as Area B. Palestinians living
in Area C are subject to the jurisdiction
of the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA),
while all Palestinian development in Area
C has been severely restricted.

Core Zone [TEEY|
Buffer Zone [N

Lands owned by the [EES
people of Battir

Map 2: Borders of WHS Cultural landscape Battir



Battir [ |

Roads =
898-942 [ |
854 - 898 ]
809 - 854 [
765 - 309 [
721-765 [N
677 - 721 I
632 - 677 [
588-632 [ |
544 -588 [ |

Map 3:
The topography of Battir

2.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Battir’s proximity to Jerusalem, coupled
with the ready availability of water, were
initially two major factors for human
settlement in this area. Archaeological
excavations have revealed remains that
date back to the Bronze Age, Iron Age,
Persian and Hellenistic Periods. Early
habitations such as Khirbet El-Yahoud
and Khirbet Abu Shawan date back to
the Middle Bronze Age. During the Ro-
man period, human settlement in the area
moved south-east to Ein Jam’a, Husan
and Khirbet Umm EI-Shagqef. It is as-
sumed that these areas continued to be
inhabited during the period of the Cru-

sades. It was during the Mamluk period
that the village of Battir was settled in its
present location.

During the Roman period, most of
the surrounding agricultural lands were
serviced by water canals used to irrigate
crops. Archaeological excavations reveal
that agriculture was important as early as
the Byzantine Period and later during the
Islamic Period (Caliphate, Umayyad, and
Abbasid Periods). Over time, agriculture
continued to grow in importance, includ-
ing throughout the Ottoman period, when

Battir was one of the nine villages of Bani
Hassan. At that time, Battir was located
in the Governorate of Nahiyat Al-Quds.



A railway service linking
the Mediterranean Coast
with Jerusalem was opened
in 1892. Battir served as
one of the five stations at
which the train would stop.
The other stations were Al-
Lydd, Al-Ramlla, Sajd, and
Deir Aban. The railway was
in use right up until the 1948
war, transporting visitors to
Jerusalem or the Mediterra-
nean coast, while simultane-
ously serving as a mode of
transport for local residents
wanting to sell their goods in
the market.

Prior to 1948, Jerusalem
served as the main com-
mercial hub for all produce
grown in Battir. After 1948,
however, many of Battir’s
inhabitants were displaced
while Battir itself was effec-
tively divided by the Green
Line. Severed from Jerusa-
lem, especially following the
closure of the railway service
along which Battir was one
stop before Jerusalem, local
trade in Battir subsequently
gravitated towards Bethle-
hem. Of note, Al-Mukhtar
Hassan Mustafa was able to
negotiate an agreement with
the new Israeli authorities
allowing Battir’s residents
to return to their home and
to continue using their lands
after 1948:

“‘Hassan Mustafa dedicated
his efforts to guaranteeing
the right of the inhabitants
of Battir to their land, and
he was indeed able to obtain
permits that gave them the
right to use lands they owned
despite their location behind
the Armistice Line.”*
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Figure 5:
Landscape terraces
of Battir

4 Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities, Department
of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Palestine Land of
Olives and Vines, Cultural
landscape of Southern
Jerusalem, Battir, 2013




2.2 NATURAL FEATURES®

The natural landscape of Battir is em-
blematic of the Palestinian Central
Highlands and is characterized by valleys,
mountains, and terraces. Marine sedi-
ments, mainly dolomite and limestone,
as well as chalk, clay, marl, phosphorite,
chert, and porcelains can all be found
in the area. The main soil type is Terra
Rossa, a by-product of the Mediterranean
climate and soil formation on hard lime-
stone. Mountain marl soils and alluvial

soils are also present in the area, which

are not very fertile due to poor water
holding qualities and high lime content.
To prevent soil erosion and improve water
retention, agricultural lands were formed
into terraces.

Battir’s landscape has been shaped
over many years by the cultivation of
different crops, including olives, figs,
vines, apricots and peaches. These form
an essential element in the surrounding
landscape. Vegetables and other types
of crops like wheat and barley were also
planted. Cultivated plants have replaced

5 see more in UNESCO
Nomination file.




the natural vegetation of Mediterranean
maquis and forest, steppe-forest and win-
ter mushroom species. Battir’s cultivated
lands, after being abandoned, are also
a suitable environment for herbaceous
plants and low lignified plants.

Battir village traditionally relied on
local water springs to irrigate the sur-
rounding agricultural lands as well as for
domestic use. The village once had access
to thirteen nearby water springs. Today,
seven remain active. Access to water and
its use for irrigation played a central role

in Battir’s development. Wadi Battir
serves as the main drainage channel and
a tributary of the Sorek River.

In addition to local springs, Wadi
Ein Jam’a and Wadi Abu Ni’'ma to the
West of Battir - called Wadi Halas and
Wadi Al-Makhrour - have also served as
an important source of water as seasonal
watercourses for land cultivation. The lo-
cal tradition of sharing water became one
of the main features that shaped Battir’s
unique agricultural terraces.

Figure 6: Landscape
terraces inside Battir
village core




Figure 7: Syrian rock hyrax | (nttp:/www.mahmiyat.ps/uploads/uploads/9f66975093d-
29a09786b8504440bd387.jpg), PikiWiki Israel 4287 Capra

Figure 8: Nubian ihex | wo. ssn svww (https:/commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Piki-
Wiki_Israel_4287 Capra.jpg), PikiWiki Israel 4287 Capra
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Figure 9: Hyena | Dr. Shamshad Alam (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Striped_
Hyena_(Hyaena_hyaena).jpg), Striped Hyena (Hyaena hyaena)”

Figure 10: Dragonfly

Battir and its surrounding lands are also
home to over 730 species of animals, in-
cluding mammals, reptiles, amphibians and
birds. Some of the wild animals found in
the area include mountain gazelles, wild
boars, foxes, jungle cats, Nubian ibex, rock-
hyrax and (rarely seen) leopards, hyenas,

jackals and wolves.



6 hitps://ar.climate-data.org/
location/481517/

7 https://ar.climate-data.
org/location/481517/

8 hitps://ar.climate-data.org/
location/481517/
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Climate

Located in the region with a Mediterranean
climate, Battir has mild winters that are 4, 4
short, cool, and relatively wet, while sum-
mers are hot and dry and last longer. July
and August are the hottest months of the
year where the average temperature is 24°C.

86 30

68 20 /
January is the wettest and coldest month ¥ AN
with an average temperature of 7.8°C. \
'The annual average rainfall is 500-550

millimetres. On occasion, strong storms

50 10
- N

32 0
can cause flash flooding in the valleys, lead- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 W N 1

ing to erosion, while snow can occur at its Figure 12: Temperature (min, max and

higher elevations. average) in Battir”

Changes in the climate are greatly

FooC mm

122 50 100 affecting local agricultural production
due to changes in soil fertility, water

10440 & quality and rainfall. This also affects the
structure and growth of the surrounding
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Figure 11: Temperature (red) and rain fall (blue) and traditional agricultural practices.

in Battir®
WEWWWWEWWW
Avg. Temperature (°C) 115 152 191 23.9 221 193 142

Min. Temperature (°c) 3.4 4.1 6 9 122 149 169 172 153 125 86 47

Max. Temperature (°c) 122 138 17 215 26 292 309 309 289 262 199 141

Avg. Temperature (°F)  46.0 48.0 52.7 594 664 716 750 752 718 66.7 576 489

Min. Temperature (°F)  38.1 394 428 482 540 588 624 63.0 595 545 475 405

Max. Temperature (°F) 54.0 56.8 62.6 70.7 788 84.6 876 876 84.0 792 67.8 574

Precipitation / Rainfall
(mm)

84 74 65 16 4 0 0 0 0 4 32 70

Table 1: Temperature and rain fall in Battir®



2.3 CULTURAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES’

Battir is home to many historical sites and structures that reflect the village’s long and diverse history. Some of the
most prominent sites include the Roman Pool; the Roman Bath; Battir’s traditional irrigation system; ancient land
terraces; olive trees dating back to the Roman period; old limekilns; al-khirab (ruins); remnants of the Ottoman
railway; agricultural watch towers, maqam and the old village core itself.

ROMAN POOL

The Roman Pool is a
prominent site in the old
village core. It is a part
of an ancient irrigation
system, and collects water
from ‘Ein Al-Balad spring.
To this day, water from the
pool continues to be used
to irrigate adjacent terraces
also located in the village
center. This system of pool
and canals is of consider-
able historical value, and
an important asset.

ROMAN BATH
(‘EIN AL-BALAD SPRING)
'The structure known as the
“Roman Bath” is located
within the old village core
and is also fed by the ‘Ein
Al-Balad spring. Next to
the bath there is a bathing
room once used for ablu-
tion. Al-Omari Mosque
used to exist in close prox-
9 see more in UNESCO imity to the bath, though
Nomination file no traces of it are left. Figure 14: ‘Ein Al-Balad Spring




Figure 16: Dry stone walls in Battir
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TRADITIONAL IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Battir has an ancient Roman irrigation system that
is still in use by local farmers today. Water from
nearby springs is collected in two pools and then
fed to the surrounding terraces via ancient canals.
Water allocations are agreed between eight families
in Battir and calculated utilizing an old system that
relies on the use of a stick. Farmers share the duty
of ensuring that sufficient water is collected in the
pools over night for distribution the following day.
'The amount of water channelled to different terraces
can be controlled. This system allows local farmers
to adapt their fields to different crops. Proving its
sustainability over the years, this system is rooted in
Battir’s local traditions of using and sharing water and

therefore should be preserved as an authentic element.

DRY STONE VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE
Traditional dry stone architecture is a common fea-
ture for the range of different old structures still
standing in Battir. Different types of local stones
were used to construct dry stone walls. Also, they
were used to “reshape” the landscape for agricultural
use. 'This has resulted in traditional knowledge of
structuring dry stone architecture embedded in the
landscape of Battir. The terraced landscape is asso-
ciated with social values since the construction and
maintenance of traditional drys tone architecture
was a collective endeavour, and helped strengthen
local social bonds. Battir's World Heritage Site
(WHS) encompasses around 554,000 meters of
dry stone walls.



TERRACES

Battir’s landscape is characterized by walled terraces
that run along the valley of Wadi Al-Makhrour to-
wards Battir. Local agriculture had to adapt to the
steep geomorphology of the area, resulting in the
construction of terraces using dry stone walls (senasel)
to create a flat earthen surface known as habaleh.
Terraces were also central to preventing soil erosion
and preserving soil moisture.

Several types of land terraces can be distinguished
based on both the morphology as well as the func-
tional and constructive characteristics of the dry
stone walls involved. This includes: a) very simple
structures (stone piles called rujum) resulting in a
simple and minimum modification of the terrain;
b) dry stone division walls (senasel) built in flat areas
and on smooth slopes to demarcate individual plots
of land and land ownership, as well as to protect the
land and crops from local species; c) pocket terraces
(midwath), that takes the shape of a short circular or
semi-circular wall around a single tree. Also, more
complex systems of dry and irrigated terraces and
dry stone retaining walls (habale) were in use. Lo-
cal farmers adapted the surrounding landscape for
agricultural activities, preventing soil erosion, and
optimizing rainwater drainage, including reducing
rainwater runoff.'® In constructing and maintaining
terraces, collective work was essential. Terraces after
each rainy season had to be reconstructed. In spring
time, farmers from Battir still gather to work on
maintaining their terraces and plough their lands. The
most common type of terraces found is contoured re-
taining terraces, mostly used for olive tree cultivation.
Another type is cross-channel terraces (khalle), built
at the intersection of hill slopes and cultivated with
different types of plantations and irrigated terraces."

AL-KHIRABS

Areas of built up human settlement are known as
khirabs, and bear witness to the many different civi-
lizations who settled Battir. There are seven khirabs
in Battir, with most located near the current village:
Khirbet Al-Rukba, Khirbet Al-Yahud, Khirbet Bar-
dama, Khirbet Al-Harith, Khirbet Al-Qasr, Khirbet
Um Al-Shukaif, and Khirbet Karzaleh. The most im-
portant khirbeh in Battir is Khirbet Al-Yahud whose
origins date back to the Canaanite period. This khirbeh
took advantage of a nearby water spring, while its
location was attractive on the top of a hill and across
the ancient road that connected Jerusalem with Gaza.'?

Figure 17: Types of terraces in the landscape of Battir |
(https.//www.slideshare.net/DESCLAUX_SALACHAS/the-battir-landscape-project-as-a-
means-of-defence-of-territory-and-human-rights-by-giovanni-fontana-antonelli)

Figure 18: Khirbet Al-Yahud
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Figure 19: Olive trees in Battir

10 \Ministry of Tourism and

1

=y

Antiquities, Department

of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Palestine Land of
Olives and Vines, Cultural
landscape of Southern
Jerusalem, Battir, World
Heritage Site Nomination
Document, 2013. Pg. 52
Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities, Department

of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Palestine Land of
Olives and Vines, Cultural
landscape of Southern
Jerusalem, Battir, World
Heritage Site Nomination
Document, 2013. Pg. 52

12 Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities, Department

of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Palestine Land of
Olives and Vines, Cultural
landscape of Southern
Jerusalem, Battir, World
Heritage Site Nomination
Document, 2013. Pg. 69

21

13 Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities, Department
of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Jerusalem
Southern Terraced Land-
scape, World Heritage Site
Emergency Nomination,
2012, pg. 34

14 Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities, Department
of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Jerusalem
Southern Terraced Land-
scape, World Heritage Site
Emergency Nomination,
2012, pg. 34

TRADITIONAL OLIVE TREE CULTIVATION

AND AGRICULTURE

Along the route running from central Palestine to-
wards the Mediterranean coast, much of the suitable
landscape has been modified by terraces for agri-
cultural activities largely due to the availability of
water springs. According to available research, Olive
was domesticated as far back as the Chalcolithic
period, while the history of olive oil production
can be traced back more than 5,000 years. Olive
oil production is deeply intertwined with the social,
economic and cultural traditions of the village. The
olive tree has long been a symbol of knowledge, wis-
dom, abundance, peace, health, power, and beauty.
It also has specific religious connotations. Some
olive trees of this area are several centuries old and
are locally known as Roman trees (shajar romani).

54% of the cultivated land is used for olive trees.
During the olive harvest season, farmers would
move to the agricultural watchtowers (manatir) in
the hills from where they could watch over their
lands. Other crops are planted on irrigated terraces
below the water springs. They are connected to
the spring pools by a complex system of hydraulic
channels. According to their type, different ter-
races were used for different cultivation. Battir is
especially famous for its locally grown eggplant
“beitinjan Battiri”.

Land terraces can be divided into three parts:
the front part called al-rahma is planted with vines;
the central part called ras al-mahna is planted with
fig trees; and the third part usually adjacent to the
upper dry stone retaining wall, called al-zarb, is
planted with olive trees.*®

Contour and cross channel irrigated terraces
are used to plant different types of vegetables and
fruit orchards.

Enclosure walls and terraces occur on plateaus,
often in association with vineyards and fruit or-
chards, serving also as windbreaks to protect the
plantations. Pocket terraces around single trees and
stone piles are also used for olive cultivation.'



AGRICULTURAL WATCHTOWERS

Old agricultural watchtowers called “manatir” or
“‘qusoro” were used by local farmers to watch over
their lands during the harvest season so as to protect
them from both natural and human threats. The
watchtowers also provided workers with a shaded
resting place during the hot summer months. These
towers were built of stone and are located on the
upper parts of a farmer’s fields. They are also usually
located near a water source or cistern. Around 230
watchtowers are registered in the area from Wadi
Al-Makhrour towards Battir. Some are comprised of
piles of solid stone exhibiting a simple technique of
construction, which are small in proportion, circular
or rectangular in shape, and have a wooden roof
covered with shrubs that was frequently changed
depending on season.

A second type is more complex and comprises a
round watchtower with rubble core walls. From two
sides, they were built of unworked fieldstone in an
irregular pattern, and finished with a barrel vault
or cross vault. Lastly, quadrilateral watchtowers
were also built, whose walls were constructed of
well-cut and sometimes nicely dressed ashlar stones
constructed in a regular pattern. The space between

was filled with earth, lime, ash and straw. They have
a vaulted ceiling.'® Figure 20: The “Manatir” in Battir

HISTORICAL ROAD AND RAILWAY
Battir’s local economy has long depended on ag-
ricultural trade that took advantage of its location
along main trade routes and later as a stop on the old
railway. The historical road to Beit Jala, still in use,
runs along the middle slopes of Wadi Al-Makhrour.
Construction of the Ottoman railway began
in 1892, connecting Jerusalem and Jaffa. During
the British mandate period (1917-1948), Battir was
the last station before Jerusalem, reinforcing the
strong commercial links between the two locales.
Battir’s farmers would jostle to sell their produce to
passengers passing through, with this trade helping
the socio-economic status of local residents.

15 Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities, Department
of Antiquities and Cultural
Heritage, Palestine Land of
Olives and Vines, Cultural
landscape of Southern
Jerusalem, Battir, World
Heritage Site Nomination )
Document, 2013. Pg. 59 Figure 21: The railway train in Battir
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Figure 24: The old village core
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LIMEKILNS
Limekilns first appeared during the Roman period.
Known as kabbara or lattoun, they were built mostly
as temporary structures, and were in use up until a
few decades ago. They were used to produce lime
mortar, locally called khallale, and after being used
they were left abandoned. They were typically con-
structed close to the site where lime was required.
These structures initially had an eggshaped burning
chamber built of hard stone, with an air inlet at
the base.

Permanent limekilns were built with bricks,
stones and mortar and continued to be used in Battir
until the 1940’s.

MAQAMS

Magams are Islamic shrines that were built in the
Ayyubid period. There are two important maqams
in Battir: Magam Abu Zaid, built to commemorate
Abu Zeid Al-Bustami and his wife Rabiea Al-
Adawieh, which is located close to the Roman pool
in the old village core. The second is Maqam Al-
Sheikh Khattab, who was one of Battir’s residents at
the time. Battir’s maqams are in need of restoration,
particularly as a potential tourist attraction of
considerable historical importance.

OLD VILLAGE CORE

'The old village core has a number of structures that
attest to its settlement during the Mamluk peri-
od when Battir’s inhabitants first relocated there.
However, most of the buildings originate from the

Ottoman period. These buildings were constructed

out of limestone, concrete, mortar and plaster while

structurally they were composed of arches and vaults.
Virtually all buildings use the cross-arch technique

of construction that was first introduced during the

Roman period and commonly found on Byzantium

structures as well, resulting in buildings that have

vaulted arched roofs. Modern buildings in Battir are

constructed with steel I-beam and Portland cement.

Note: More about village core is given in section 4 of
this document.









3.1 DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

To understand the existing social economic
conditions experienced by Battir’s popula-
tion, a demographic analysis was conduct-
ed, which identified essential facilities and
services needed to improve the welfare of
the village’s local residents, while promot-
ing sustainable development.

3.1.1 Battir
According to the field survey conducted
by IPCC, Battir’s population was 4489

Male
|

49.6%

Figure 25: The gender structure of Battir

0-4 468 796

5-9 426 707
10-14 450 629
15-19 465 558
20-24 446 496
25-29 436 440
30-34 336 423
35-39 266 477
40-44 258 439
45-49 257 465
50-54 216 397
55-60 152 294

+60 314 519

Table 2: Age distribution of Battir’s inhabitants

Male
|

51.1%

in 2017, a slight increase from 4230 resi-
dents recorded in 2014. The population is
expected to grow to 6645 inhabitants by
2035. According to a survey conducted
in 2014, approximately 50.4% of Battir’s
residents are female and 49.6% are male.
'The survey also revealed a young popula-
tion, with 32% of local residents less than
15 years old, 37% aged between 15 and 35
years, 12% aged between 35-45 years, 13%
aged between 45-60 years and 6% above
60 years.

Female

In 2014, there were 908 households in
Battir, while the average family size was
4.7 persons/family. 19% of residential units
have 1-4 inhabitants, 51% have 5-8 in-
habitants, 17% have 9-12 inhabitants, 9%
have 13-16 inhabitants, 2% have 17-20
inhabitants and 2% have more than 20
inhabitants.

3.1.2. Old village core

In 2017, there were 636 residents living in
the old village core of Battir. This is a slight
increase from 620 residents registered during
the IPCC’s 2014 survey, while by 2035, the
population is expected to rise to 867 resi-
dents. Presently, the old village is home to
approximately 14% of Battir’s residents.

Female

Figure 26: The gender distribution for residents living in Battir’s old village core in 2017
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Table 3: The projection of the
age distribution of residents in

Battir’s old village core

0-4 9
5-9 83

10-14 73 In 2017, the old village core contained

15-19 65 169 households. Of these, 25 % had chil-

20-24 58 dren less than 16 years old (162 children), Empty [0

25.99 59 while most households typically housed 1Person |

30-34 53 3-4 members. 2 Persons [__|

35-39 69 3 Persons [

40-44 72 4 Persons [__|

45-49 70 5 Persons [0

50-54 58

55-60 45 Cemetery
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Figure 27: Household distribution in Battir’s old village core in 2017
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Map 4: Household distribution in Battir’s old village center in 2017
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3.2 SOCIAL STRUCTURES

The main families of Battir are the But-
meh, Oweineh, Qatosh, Mu’amar, Najar,
Batha, Badir, Ayash and Qasqas families.
Many of the village’s residents can trace
their origins back to Yemen and Iraq. In
terms of educational achievement, 80%
of Battir’s youth continue their educa-
tion through to university, the majority
of whom attend Bethlehem University,
Hebron Polytechnic, Al-Quds Univer-
sity in Abu Dis and Birzeit University.
Continued constraints on development,
particularly in Area C, have significantly
hindered Battir’s economic growth and
caused both poverty and local migration
out of the village.

3.3 SOCIAL RELATIONS

AND ACTIVITIES

Local social relations and interaction be-
tween Battir’s inhabitants are traditionally
rooted in the agriculture, once the main
source of economic wealth as well as so-
cial standing. Local traditions of mutual
support have forged a tight knit commu-
nity are directly related to agricultural
activities. For example, it was common
for the inhabitants to gather in the “Al
Saha” plaza in the evenings where the men
would discuss and solve problems related
to work and village life. The plaza was also
used for other social activities.

One of Battir’s most important agri-
cultural products is eggplant. Each year,
Battir plays host to an eggplant festival
that usually takes place in August or
September. The festival is held in Midan
plaza close to the Roman Bath and attracts
many visitors from around the West Bank,
as well as from Jerusalem, other parts of
the country, and even overseas. A num-
ber of cultural activities such as Dabkeh
(folklore) dancing and singing traditional
songs are highlights of the festival. Aside
from eggplants, a number of other prod-
ucts locally grown or made are exhibited
and sold during the festival, such as pickles
and local embroidery.

3.4 ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

OF VILLAGERS

Before 1967, Battir was highly dependent
on agriculture for its economic well being.
In particular, it served as a vegetable bas-
ket for Jerusalem. After 1967, Battir was
effectively cut oft from Jerusalem, forcing
its residents to turn towards Bethlehem.
Following its 2014 inclusion on the UN-
ESCO World Heritage List (WHL), the
village has begun to regain its importance,
while tourism now offers the village an
opportunity for economic growth and job
creation. At present, 65% of the population
work within Israel, 20% are self-employed,
10% work in agriculture and others work

in commerce and manufacturing.16

3.4.1 Agriculture

Battir has 6435 dunums of land suitable for
agriculture. Agriculture has not only con-
tributed to the local economy, but shaped
much of the local culture and surrounding
landscape. Agricultural traditions should
continue to be preserved as interwoven
into Battir’s cultural landscape despite
their no longer being the main source of
income. Different types of agriculture
were practiced in Battir. Rainfed agri-
culture accounts for 95% of all cultivated
crops. 5% of the land is irrigated using
water sourced from local springs and do-
mestic cisterns, which is used to grow a
range of vegetables.'”

Olive oil production is deeply inter-
twined with Battir’s identity and local
customs. Olive trees account for 3640
dunums.

In large part, the low percentage of
the workforce in agriculture is the result
of Battir’s separation from Jerusalem that
long served as its main commercial and
trading center. However, it also reflects
higher levels of education attained by
Battir’s youth today, many of whom seeck
professional careers. The causes of the re-
duction in local agriculture are many and
complicated. Huda Mustafa, a farmer in
Battir commented:

16 Municipality of Battir

17 Municipality of Battir

18 |nterview done by IPCC
in2017
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Agriculture is of great importance for Battir as
a source of economic income for the family and a
way to preserve the lands and revive them. Cli-
mate affects agriculture in Battir as different
seedlings are planted each season. For example,
in the summer eggplant, squash and bell peppers
are planted, while in October these seedlings are
removed to plant bean and cauliflower. Higher
temperatures require more water for the plants
or else they will die, and the frost in the water
leads to the freezing of the plants. Agriculture
attracts more tourists to buy products from the
local market that occurs from June to October,
once a week on Friday or Saturday, with such
products available as eggplant, mint, parsley, to-
mato, squash, and cucumber, in addition to local
pastries. Farmers in Battir sometimes suffer from
tourists entering their lands without permission
and picking agricultural products. In terms of
the effects of agriculture on the economics of Bat-
tir, small families can be supplied by agriculture
but big families can not depend on agriculture
alone. I live with my sister and we depend on
agriculture. We collect what we grow and go to
Bethlehem to sell them. Each year, farmers plant
according to the quantity of water available. For
example, last year 50 parcels were planted due to
the abundance of water, while this year maybe
we will not be able to plant more than 20 parcels
due to the hot weather, which reduces the amount
of available water. I plant mint, parsley, squash
and sometimes bean, but only for home use. This
year we planted 4 terraces but we didn’t use any
of them because the birds ate all of the produce. We
plant eggplant, but only a small amount because
it needs a large quantity of water.” 18
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Figure 28: Village school kids and women

Figure 29: Traditional eggplant festival in Battir
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3.4.2 Tourism and trade
Currently, 2% of local residents
work in trade. Local commerce
includes small markets, three
restaurants, three guest houses, a
bike rental company, an electric
equipment store, a gas station, a
car wash, handicraft shops, a re-
sort, an aluminium shop, a build-
ing materials shop, a butcher, a
bakery and a pharmacy.

Tourism has grown consider-
ably since Battir’s nomination to
the UNESCO WHL, increasing
awareness among local residents
of its economic and development
potential, as well as the value of
Battir’s most important sites and
cultural traditions. Visitors to Bat-
tir can take advantage of several
different sightseeing and nature
tours that are currently offered.
They include tours of the old vil-
lage core and its main sites such as
the Roman pool and bath, as well
as trekking tours across many of
Battir’s famous landscape terrac-
es. Most also involve lunch where
participants are able to enjoy tra-
ditional Palestinian dishes that are
locally made.

While tourism creates new
economic opportunities for lo-
cal residents, it does have some
negative consequences. Visiting
tourists often enter private lands
and pick produce without permis-
sion. Tourists also take pictures of
farmers without asking for their
permission, which is often seen as
an invasion of their privacy. Tour-
ism has also put a strain on local
infrastructure, particularly trafhic
congestion.

Several projects targeting tour-
ism have been recently launched,
including an eco-museum, while
the number of tourists visiting

30



Figure 30: Handmade souvenir shop in the
village core

19 Municipality of Battir
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Roman bhath

Battir from overseas grew to 230,000

visitors in 2016."° Today more than 50%

of local residents now depend on tourism

for their economic wellbeing. Examples of
new initiatives targeting Battir’s growing
tourism trade are:

1. Bike-aholic: started in 2017, this proj-
ect provides rentable bikes to tourists
and locals from an office located in the
old village core.

2. Sultan Handmade Crafts: located in
the old village core, this shop sells
handicrafts made by women from the
local community. Each shelf is dedicat-
ed to one woman and includes a short
bio and contact details. The women

receive a percentage of whatever is sold

Figure 31: Woman selling souvenirs near  Figure 32: Group of bike renters in Battir

landscape | (hitps:/www.facebook.com/bikebattir)

from their handicrafts. The shop also
sells handmade pictures produced in
Sultans factory located in Battir. The
owner estimates that he has sold some
2 million items since 2014.

3.4.3 Other attractions

Battir’s intangible heritage contributes to
the village’s strong sense of local identi-
ty. In addition to traditional dances and
songs (Palestinian Dabkeh), the embroi-
dery found on traditional dresses (thobe)
is unique to Battir and Bethlehem. Tra-
ditional local crafts include embroidery,
wooden sculptures, and drawings made on
stone. Traditional dishes include Maftoul,
Magloubeh, and Battir eggplant.



3.5 PHYSICAL ANALYSIS OF BATTIR
3.5.1 Level of structures

STRUCTURAL AND BUILDING CONDITION
The number of the buildings in Battir ac-
cording to IPCC’s 2014 survey is 953 units.
A survey of local structures sought to classify
them as either fully complete, or with partly
completed parts or under construction, and
to assess their structural condition as either
good, acceptable, bad or unclear. The survey
found that 88% of all buildings were ful-
ly completed, 6% were under construction
and 6% were partially completed. 67% of
all buildings were in good condition, 22%
were deemed to be in a satisfactory condi-
tion (acceptable), while 7% were judged to
be in a bad condition and 4% in an unclear
condition (according to its parts).

Figure 33: Building’s current condition
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Map 5: The condition of buildings in Battir
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FLOOR ELEVATIONS

In terms of floor elevation, most of the
buildings have more than one floor and are
as follows: 43.8% of all buildings in Battir
have only one floor, while 36.8% have two
floors, 14.1% have three floors and 5.3%

have 4 or more floors.

R

Figure 34: Floor elevations added to the old buildings inside the village core
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BUILDING USE

'The survey also found that 74% of all
buildings or 683 units are residential;
13% or 118 units are for livestock; 3%
or 29 units are mixed residential-com-
mercial use, 3% or 25 of buildings are
designated for public use, 4% or 34
units are designated for commercial

use, 2% or 21 of the buildings are used

L >

Map 7: Building usage in Battir

as mixed residential and livestock use,
and 11 buildings or 1% are for other
use such as storages.

A further 3% or 29 buildings were
abandoned, in many cases belonging
to local residents forced to relocate to
Jerusalem in order to retain their Je-
rusalem ID cards.
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PUBLIC FACILITIES
A number of public facilities exist in Battir

Figure 35: Hassan
Mustafa elementary
school

children to play in as well as a venue
for local events.

that are variously used for educational,social, 4. Religious facilities: There are seven
entertainment, health and religious purposes. mosques in Battir.

1. Educational facilities: There are two 5. Cemetery: Battir’s existing cemetery
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boy’s schools in Battir (Hassan Mus-
tafa School and Battir. Secondary Boys
school) and two girl’s schools (Battir
Female Elementary School and Battir
Female Secondary School). Battir also
has three kindergartens, two of which
are privately run, while the third is run

by a charity.

. Health facilities: Battir has two clinics,

one of which offers specialised health-
care for women and children, while the
second is a government-administered
clinic. Battir is also home to three den-
tal clinics. The nearest hospitals are in

Bethlehem and Beit Jala.

. Entertainment facilities: Battir has a

public park that provides a space for

covers 8 dunums.

. Social facilities: Battir has several mul-

tiple purpose halls. The local charity
association building is used as a kin-
dergarten and also hosts local cultural
activities; Battir’s local womens center
hosts educational and art courses for
women; and Battir has a center belong-
ing to the health work committees and
Hassan Mustafa Cultural Center.

. Battir Municipality
. Battir Public Library: located in Bat-

tir's municipal building, the library also
hosts periodic cultural events target-
ing Battir’s youth. On Thursday’s, local
school children are released from school
early to go to the library.



3.5.2 Battir Urban Analysis

ROADS

Battir is located on regional road number 356, which is connected
to route number 60. Road 356 is used by Israeli settlers living in
Battir Elit settlement. It is the only access road connecting Battir
with the south and south-west of the area. Battir's main two-way
internal road runs through the village, including the old village core,
while minor roads branch off it. Its width is between 5 and 11 m.

Map 8: Physical status of Battir’s roads

SR
)

A pavement for pedestrians only exists in
some sections, while there are no traffic
islands, making the road unsafe in many
sections. Most of Battir’s roads are laid
with asphalt, while in the old village core
they are paved. Otherwise, Battir also has
a number of dirt roads.

Asphalt Road =
Dirt Road ——

Cemetery
UNESCO 0ld Core seeee.

N\ ~ Jerusalem Municipal Border ——
~ Proposed Conservation Area m 1 m

Green Line s

Roads ~&.

Topography |=—
AreaA [ |
AreaB [ |

AreaC [ |
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SOLID AND VOID topography as well as the main solid [
Most of Battir’s built up area is located  internal road that effectively bi-
in the northern part of the village around  sects Battir. Those parts of the
the old village core. The southern side of  village that are in close proximity
the village is less dense. The urban areais  to the internal road are located in
linearly distributed along the main road  Area B, while parts of the village

om the north-west to the south-east. This  in the east and west are located
due to several causes including the local ~ within Area C.
iy
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LAND USE Agricultural Land [__|
Agricultural lands account for 41.2% of  are natural lands; 1.5% are arti- Agro-Natural and/or Pastoral [
Battir’s village lands, while 27.4% is classi-  ficial forests; and 2.2% is used for Archaeological
fied as mixed use (agricultural and natural). ~ other purposes. This reinforces Artificial Forests [_]
11.9% of the land is built up area; 2.4% is  Battir’s strong association with Natural [
protected as archaeological sites; 13.4%  agricultural production. Natural and/or Pastoral [__|
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Map 10: Land use of Battir
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VISTAS

'The local morphology is characterized by
landscape terraces that surround the built
area of the village, creating a unique land-
scape. This landscape is visible from most
areas of the village and adds to Battir’s

attractiveness and its potential
as a tourism hotspot. New devel-
opments should consciously seek
to preserve this aspect of Battir.

Figure 36: Vistas from Battir’s old village core
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PARKING

Battir lacks sufficient parking for pri-
vate cars and tourist buses. There are few
planned parking spaces along the main
internal road. Instead, most cars park
randomly on the side of the road. Public
transport to Bethlehem starts from the
park close to the center in the Al-Haresh
area, while those going to Hebron leave
from the parking at the entrance to the
village, in both cases causing significant
congestion.

3.5.3 Infrastructure and
Environmental Analysis

WATER

All houses in Battir are connected to the
local water network, which was partial-
ly rehabilitated in 2016 through funds.
Battir’s water is purchased from Israel’s
national water carrier Mecorot. Its distri-
bution is regulated by the Palestinian Wa-
ter Authority. The main water connection
is located at the entrance of the village
approximately 600 metres from the re-
gional road. Inside the village, there are 10
water springs whose water is collected in 2
pools and used to irrigate the surrounding

agricultural terraces.

Figure 37,38: Garbage and rubbish
containers in Battir village core

WASTEWATER

There is no waste water network in Battir.
Instead, most houses are connected to cess-
pools which are periodically emptied by
sewerage trucks that dump the sewerage in
the surrounding valleys. A house treatment

station for 10 houses began operation in
2008.

SOLID WASTE

Solid waste in Battir is managed by a Joint
Service Council (JSC) which collects local

waste on a weekly basis and transfers it to

the Al-Menya landfill in Bethlehem. Battir
Municipality is responsible for collecting
service fees from local residents and trans-
terring these fees to the JSC. Most of the

solid waste produced in Battir is organic, in

addition to paper and plastic. Each house

produces approximately 0.7 kg of waste

per day, while Battir collectively produces

approximately 2.7 tons of solid waste each

day.2° Public garbage containers are dis-
tributed across the village on public streets,
while provision has been made to separate

plastics from organic waste in some parts

of the village.

20 Municipality of Battir
21 (Central Bureau of
Statistics, 2007).
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ELECTRICITY

98.1% of local properties in Battir are con-  on private generation for electric-
nected to the electricity network main-  ity.?' 58.7% of Battir’s houses are
tained by the Jerusalem Electricity Com-  connected to the local telecommu-
pany. 0.3% of Battir’s residential units do  nications network.

not have access to electricity. 1.6% depend
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TRANSPORTATION Bus Stop /\
Public transport routes link Battir to Beth-  and come back to the Al-Haresh

lehem and Hebron. Commuters can be  area as a starting point. There are Cemetery
picked up along the main internal road at ~ approximately 20 service taxis and UNESCO OId Core +eeee
several designated stops. Public transpor- 2 buses operating along this route. Jerusalem Municipal Border ——
tation lines follow the main road of Battir =~ Secondary roads are not serviced by Proposed Conservation Area m 1 m
reaching the end of the old village core,  public transport. Green Ling ==

Roads ~&

Topography
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Map 14: Distribution of bus stops in Battir
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3.6 FACTORS AFFECTING THE VILLAGE

1. Limited availability of water in water network

2. Absence of a sewerage treatment plant or available sew-
erage network, leading to reliance on cesspools that often
result in wastewater leakage threatening the health of
underground aquifers, as well as sewerage being pumped
into the surrounding valleys, threatening Battir’s local
water springs, especially the Ein Al-Balad spring.

3. Inadequate frequency of garbage collection due to the
reliance on a single garbage truck operated by the Joint
Service Council and shared with other villages. The col-
lection of garbage on a weekly basis often leads to garbage
accumulating on the streets.

4. Uncontrolled dumping of the waste in open areas by
private individuals and companies alike, polluting the
surrounding environment, causing erosion and creating
a threat to human health.

. Electricity network is weak.

. Lack of house maintenance.

. Inadequate fire and other emergency services

0 N O

. Lack of adequate tourist infrastructure, such as properly
signposted paths, as well as seating and shade along tourist
routes and adequate safety measures.

9. High density and crowding in the northern part of the

village.

10.Inadequate availability of medical services in the village.

11.Lack of enough cultural, social, entertainment and sports

facilities, especially for women.

12.Few options for social events and activities

13.Lack of interest among local residents to work in agri-

culture

14.High proportion of residents migrating out of the village

due to lack of economic opportunities, as well as condi-
tions related to Jerusalem IDs.

15.Lack of coherent and informed strategy designed to pro-

mote tourism as a growth area for Battir.



3.7 AGRICULTURAL WATCH-
TOWERS (MANATER)
Agricultural watchtowers are an important ~ towers were surveyed by IPCC. The

feature of Battir’s surrounding landscape.  following assesses their existing state
Once used by local farmers to keep watch  and options for their preservation.
over their fields, approximately 22 watch-

Figure 39: Watchtowers | (https:/whc.unesco.org/en/list/1492), Palestine: Land of Olives and Vines — Cultural
Landscape of Southern Jerusalem, Battir




MANATER TYPOLOGY
'The watchtowers do not all have the same typology in Battir. Instead, 41% are Solid,
36% are Round, 23% are Quadrilateral.

So‘lid Round Quadrilateral

41% 36%
Figure 40: Watch towers typology
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REHABILITATION
Only two of the watchtowers have been rehabilitated.

Yes No

10% 90%

Figure 42: Rehabilitated watchtowers
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Map 15: Rehabilitated watchtowers
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MATERIAL
82% of the watchtowers are built with stone, while 18% are built from a mixture of
materials.

Stone Mixed

Figure 43: Watchtowers - Building material
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Map 16: Watchtowers - Building material
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MINOR ADDITION
18% of the watchtowers have had concrete additions made, while 82% have not had
any additions.

Concrete Addition No Addition
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Map 17: Watchtowers - Registered additions
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PHYSICAL STATUS

10% of the watchtowers were judged to be in excellent condition, 14% in good (satis-
factory) condition, 36% in poor condition, and 40% in bad (ruin) condition.

Excellent  Good Poor Bad/Ruin

\

Figure 45: Watchtowers - Overall status
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INTERVENTION

ion, while the remaining 36%

ion/restorat

habilitat

64% of all watchtowers require re

need maintenance

Maintenance

Rehabhilitation/Restoration

- Proposed interventions

Figure 46: Watchtowers
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4.0 OLD VILLAGE CORE

Among Battir’s most valuable assets are
its cultural, historical and natural heritage,
in particular its landscape terraces and the
old village core. Tangible and intangible
elements are interwoven into the landscape
terraces and add to Battir’s historic fabric.
Together, they account for recognition of
Battir as a cultural landscape of outstand-
ing universal values.

Yet the authenticity and integrity of
the old village is under threat due to in-
adequate or insufficient conservation and
rehabilitation measures, made worse by a
lack of preservation strategies. To remedy
this, priority should be given to developing
a Conservation and Rehabilitation Plan. A
sustainable plan will be used as an import-
ant component in this process.

The preservation strategy should
include a clear strategy to safeguard, re-
vitalise and upgrade the historic core of
the village, including preservation and
rehabilitation preferably using traditional
building techniques, as well as implement-
ing urban improvements and enhancing
the landscape. No less important is to gen-
erate public awareness about the inherent
value of the old village core, as well as the
importance of preserving local traditions
and customs that have long been a key
teature of village life.

During the preparation of this Plan, sus-
tainable and long-term planning was priori-
tised as was preserving the old village core’s
cultural, historical and architectural values.
A first step was to document the current con-
dition of the old village core, including its

122 and urban fabric. This was followed

socia
by proposals for its future development.

It was important to clarify the legal
tramework for any future development, as
well as to clearly demarcate the area to be
conserved and rehabilitated. Once demar-
cated, the following tasks were carried out:

- developing a detailed inventory of the
distinctive elements, buildings and
open spaces in the old village core, as
well as distinguishing its importance
and physical characteristics;

- undertaking an initial field survey and
assessment of the state of conservation
of the old village core;

- developing proposals for interventions
capable of protecting the villages’ his-
torical, architectural and urban features
(see chapter 5)

- identifying micro location rehabilita-
tion zones and priority project “zoning
holders” for the purpose of effective
urban conservation and rehabilitation
(see chapter 5)

- developing an “Action Plan” for con-
servation of the historic village core,
including proposals to develop and/or
consolidate hiking and biking trails
(see chapter 5)

- transferring all information to GIS

4.1 IDENTIFICATION OF THE
SITE

'The old village core is located at the north-
ern end of Battir. The approaching road
gently slopes down from the entrance to
the village towards the old village core. The
latter’s spatial layout has remained largely
the same since its establishment during
the Mamluk period. Most of the surviving
structures date back to the Ottoman pe-
riod, while a majority are residential. The
Roman pool, Roman bath and maqams, as
well as the surrounding irrigated terraces,
all lay within the old village core.

For the purpose of this sustainability
plan, the demarcated area for intensive
heritage preservation in the old village
core (conservation area) includes all of the
above sites and structures, which are by
its authenticity central to the character of
the old village.

Proposed conservation area of the
village core is larger than that identified
under the WHL nomination file, which
encompassed only the lower section of the
village centre. Extension of the conserva-
tion area to include the upper section of
the old village core relies on the fact that
old and new buildings now intermingle,
and even though the urban fabric has been
affected by new architectural styles, both

22 Results are given under
chapter 2 of this Plan.
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Figure 47: Public space
next to the school inside
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village core

L

the location of buildings and plot size re-

main similar to that in the past. This would
foster overall urban conservation of the
village core.

The old village core contains structures
that have architectural, historical and
social importance. In the lower part of
the village, they include the Roman pool,
Roman bath, a mosque, Eco-Museum,
irrigated terraces, the Hassan Mustafa

Cultural Centre and the magam.
Composition of the village core is
formed of the hilly terrain accompanied
with terraces and simple residential stone
houses. There is no dominant structure
inside the village core, which creates a
harmonious pattern of structures that
gradually descend toward the lower part
of the village comprising a green area
with terraces. Similarly, the surrounding



area with agricultural terraces follow the
contours of the terrain, extends to the very
centre of the village.

Movement inside the village core
is regulated by a network of pedestrian
paths and roads. Not all residential build-
ings have vehicle access. Buildings follow
the morphology of the natural terrain,
forming rows that progressively descend
downwards, and are interconnected by
stairs and narrow pathways. Most hous-
es enjoy a clear view of the surrounding
landscape. Differences exist between the
upper and lower parts of the village based
on the number of preserved old structures
and extent of interventions. According to
the IPCC survey, the number of units in
the old village centre of Battir was 189 in
2017, with residential units accounting for
46% of this figure.

4.2 STRUCTURE OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE
Urban Matrix
'The current urban arrangement of streets,
pathways and inner courtyards dates back
to the Ottoman period, interspersed by
structures built during both the Roman
and Mamluk periods. Essentially ‘organic’
and informal in character, the urban pat-
tern is influenced by the natural topography.
Buildings in the central area tend to be
smaller than buildings in the upper part
of the conservation area. The roofscape
comprises many simple flat and domed

roof types.

Houses

'The old village centre comprises a number
of simple shaped stone houses of harmoni-
ous proportion and volumes, some with flat
roofs and some with domed roofs. The ar-
chitecture and construction of each build-
ing reflects the era it was built in, though
the majority date back to the Ottoman
period. Considered as remains of the past,
the value of old houses has increased by the
associated values of carrying on the living
tradition to voluntarily join in constructing
the houses in the village.

Most houses share several similar charac-
teristics. Most comprise two storeys, have
a stone facade and have small openings
that are rectangular or arched commonly
framed in stone. Wooden openings are
usually framed in stone. The older houses
have structural frames made of stone. This
was later replaced by prefabricated con-
crete slabs. Generally, traditional village
houses were constructed as multipurpose
spaces in which the lower floors were
used to house animals and/or for storage,
while the upper floor served as the living
quarters. Most houses only have one room
with a cross vault or domed roof. The cross
arched technique dates back to both the
Roman and Byzantine periods and was
in use up until the beginning of the 20™
century. Also, the Mamluk and Ottoman
cultures had left footprints in the vernacu-
lar architecture. Traditional buildings were

Figure 48: Examples of
traditional stone houses
inside Battir village core

23 Establishing, Adoption,
and Implementation of
Energy codes for Buildings
“Architectural styles
survey in Palestinian
Territories”, Report
by Mouhannad Hadid
Architect, 2002.
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constructed using limestone and mortar
made of lime and aggregates (organic
material, ashes, brick dust, etc.). Small
stones and mortar were used to fill the
space between the inner and outer stone
walls, while the roof was covered with
lime mortar layers, plastered or finished
with stone tiles.?®

'The floor plan of these traditional hous-
es was usually simple — often rectangular
(6-8 m x 10-12 m) in shape, with approx-
imately 1 m wall thickness.

From the 1920s, concrete began to re-
place stone as the most commonly used
material to construct buildings, while hous-
es also became bigger in size. The introduc-
tion of new materials, prefabricated ele-
ments and construction methods ensured
that newer houses did not correspond to
traditional building techniques. However,
stone was often used on building facades
as a decorative element. Many of the newly
applied elements became a trend that was
not in accordance to the local tradition-
al style. Some of the current residential
buildings were built or modified after 1967.
These are indicated on the following map,
as well as the periods in which buildings
were constructed. Many of the old stone
houses, however, have been neglected and

are now dilapidated. In addition, several
older buildings have been rehabilitated,
such as the “Seven Widows Quarter”.

Roman Pool and Roman Bath

Note: more about those structure is given in
section 2.3.

The Roman bath is a relatively simple
structure, built over a local water spring
and includes an adjacent room that was
used for ablutions. The Roman pool sits
above the surrounding terraces and con-
tinues to feed the water channels still used
to irrigate them. These channels are made
of stone. The front of the pool is supported
with big stone arches.

4.3 INVENTORIES AND FIELD
SURVEY
An inventory on all built structures and
open spaces in the urban conservation
area was undertaken. It not only sur-
veyed buildings, but also included an
analysis of the relationship between the
built structures and their surrounding
environment. The main purpose of the
inventory was to provide a baseline to
monitor and control future development,
while preventing inappropriate interven-
tions, including physical and functional
transformations. Moreover, the inventory
is a first step in the preparation of a poli-
cy for conservation and rehabilitation, as
well as the Conservation and Rehabili-
tation Plan.

Based on the survey, interventions of
varying scale and complexity were iden-

Figure 49: Seven
Widows Quarter
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tified that will enhance the village core
while preserving its distinct urban and
architectural heritage. The field survey
also doubled as a tool used to raise local
awareness about the heritage value of the
old village and the importance of its pres-
ervation and rehabilitation.

The field survey was conducted be-
tween February and June 2017 to assess
the old village’s urban fabric, as well as
its structures and open spaces. It included
a visual analysis of all relevant physical
and functional features and an evaluation
of their state of conservation. Cluster by
cluster, the survey collected the following
information:

* General information about individual
buildings: including ownership, num-
ber of resident families, state of occu-
pancy, uses and function

*  Architectural characteristics: including
number of floors, size, type of roof, ma-
terials used for construction

* Infrastructure related elements

* Authenticity: including approximate
date or historical period of construction,
originality of the structure

* Evaluation of the physical state of con-
servation and integrity

For all structures inside the urban con-
servation area, inventory charts have been
translated onto a GIS map. Updated maps
and a digital photo archive was produced
for both buildings and existing public spac-
es inside the urban conservation area. More
detailed information was also collected
for priority zones, including front/street
tacades considered as important visual
teatures of the village. Several priority
structures were identified based on their
potential to enhance the old village core.
Considered of special importance, their lo-
cation and current condition was recorded,
as well as specific interventions aimed at
restoring and rehabilitating each structure.
'This included identifying new activities
and functions that could be facilitated (this
proposal has been done on the level of con-

ceptual design, see appendix no.11,12,13).
For public spaces and unbuilt areas, the

data recorded included:

* Typology;

*  General conditions in the area.

*  Urban furniture (mobiliar, fences, lights
etc.)

* Paths and paved areas

4.4 STATE OF CONSERVATION
AND CONDUCTED ACTIONS

To some extent, renovations and exten-
sions to existing houses has changed the
traditional character of the old village core
and its historic fabric. Newly constructed
buildings that reflect more modern styles
and techniques continue to change the
image of the village, weakening its au-
thenticity and integrity and threatening
to cause permanent loss of its valuable
traditional fabric. There is a clear need
to rehabilitate and protect the traditional
buildings that have survived, in order to
be able to read their spatial qualities both
now and into the future.

Some preservation attempts have been
made by the Centre for Cultural Heritage
Preservation in Bethlehem, during which
traditional stone buildings were rehabil-
itated to be used for administrative or
cultural activities. The “Seven Widows
Quarter” whose buildings date back to
the fourteenth century, was also rehabil-
itated in 2008. The quarter was initially
known as the Butmeh Quarter after the
family that had traditionally resided there.
Later, it was renamed the “Seven Widows
Quarter” by Mustafa Hassan with refer-
ence to seven widows who once lived in
this quarter. Rehabilitated buildings are of
great importance for both local residents
and tourists alike.

These previous rehabilitation projects
are all commendable and helped to in-
crease local awareness of the value of her-
itage preservation. Future rehabilitation
efforts should focus on protecting the in-
tegrity of the old village core in its entirety,
instead of isolated pockets.
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4.5 INTEGRITY AND Original ]

AUTHENTICITY Partly Changed [ |
In spite of unregulated changes to some of Changed [0
the buildings in the old village, the latter Other Buildings [
still retains its traditional fabric and charm.
Analysis of the village core confirmed the Cemetery
authenticity of its historic fabric, including Roman Pool
irrigated terraces and views over the sur- UNESCO Old Core «eeees
rounding landscape. Having a sufficient Jerusalem Municipal Border ——
level of integrity is enough to justify the Proposed Conservation Area m 1 m
importance of preserving Battir’s cultural Green Ling
landscape and village core in particular. Roads &
Topography =—
AreaA [ |
AreaB [ |
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\

Map 20: Authenticity of buildings
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4.6 OLD VILLAGE CORE SURVEY RESULTS Roman [

4.6.1 Level of structures Mamiuk [_]
YEARS OF ESTABLISHMENT Early Ottoman [_]
'The majority of old buildings found in the old village core date back to Late Ottoman [__|
the Ottoman period and are reflective of the building techniques and British Mandate ]
styles of that time. However, some buildings were built or modified 1948-1967 [_|
after 1967 as indicated in the following map. After 1967 [_]
'The survey indicated estimate years of buildings establishment Late Ottoman-+After 1967 [0
as follows: Roman period 2%, Mamluk period 1%, Early Ottoman 1948-1976+After 1967 [ |
period 5%, Late Ottoman period 23%, British Mandate 13%, 1948- Late Ottoman+1948-1967 [
1967 17%, after 1976 34%, mixed 5%. Late Ottoman+British Mandate ]
Late Ottoman+1948-1967+After 1967 [0
Mamluk  Late Ottoman 1948-1967
| | | Cemetery
!! 23% 13% 17% 34% 5% Roman Pool
. | | . | UNESCO 0ld Core eeeee.
Roman Early Ottoman  British Mandate After 1976 Mixed .
Jerusalem Muni. Border ——
Figure 50: Historic period of the old village core buildings Prop. Conservation Area = 1 m
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OWNERSHIP AND STATUS Private [__]
As of 2017, 80% of the buildings were Public ]
privately owned while 10% were publically Mixed or Undefined [_]
owned. The 10% remaining buildings were
undefined or mixed between privately and

publically owned.

Owned Public Mi)‘<ed

80% 10%

Pyl - / SO
25 .xhy K 552
S GO

PLANTTED

—

Map 22: Building ownership
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81% were occupied by their owners, with
only 8% currently being rented, while 11%
are mixed or undefined.

Owned

|
81%

Figure 52: Status of occupancy of the old village core buildings

Map 23: Status of occupancy of the old village core buildings

Owned [ |
Rental [_|

Mixed or Undefined [0

Cemetery

Roman Pool
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Jerusalem Municipal Border ——

Proposed Conservation Area m 1 m

Green Line s
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Suitable for Rental [__|
Other Buildings [ |
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Map 24: Buildings suitable for rental
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FLOOR ELEVATIONS Ground floor +1 [__]

'The survey showed that 34% of buildings in the old Ground floor +2 [_]
village have one floor, 44% have two floors, 15% Ground floor +3 [_]
have three, and 7% have four floors. Ground floor +4 [__]

Cemetery

Roman Pool |
UNESCO 0ld Core seeee.
Jerusalem Municipal Border ——

§ Proposed Conservation Area w1 m

Lg Green Line s

One Floor Two Floor Three Floor 2 Roads 4
‘ | | Topography
34% 44% 1% AreaA[ |

Figure 53: Floor elevations

Map 25: Floor elevations



TYPE OF BUILDING USAGE

According to the 2017 IPCC survey, 55% of the buildings currently
serve as residential homes, 24% are abandoned, 7% are reserved for
public use and/or functions, 4% are for mixed residential/commer-
cial use and 2% are for commercial use only. The remaining 8% of
buildings are used for other purposes. A closer inspection showed
that 13% of the buildings had the potential to be used for public
purposes, while a further 10% could be used for commercial pur-
poses. The rest of the buildings should keep their original functions.
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Figure 54: 0ld village core - Building functions . . . | .
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BUILDING MATERIAL

61% of buildings in the old village are con-
structed out of stone, while 3% are com-
prised of stone and block, 12% of concrete,
and 24% are made out of other materials.

Stone

|
61%

Figure 55: Old village core - Wall material

['® — Stone & Block

Concrete

Other

Wood 1]
Stone [_|
Concrete |
Blocks [0
Stone+Block 1]

Stone+Concrete [ |
Stone+Concrete+Block [__|
Concrete+Block 1]
Wood+Block [_]

Cemetery

Roman Pool
UNESCO Old Core sseee«

Jerusalem Muni. Border ——

Prop. Conservation Area w1 m
Green Line ===

Roads 5.
Topography =—
AreaA [ |
AreaB [ |
AreaC [ |

\

68



Materials used for openings in the walls
(such as doors and windows) are as follows:
29% utilize aluminium, 27% are made of
steel and 44% utilize other materials.

The survey also showed that 77% of
buildings had roofs that were made from
concrete, while 6% were made from stone
and concrete, and 17% from other mate-

rials.

Aluminium Steel

29%

Figure 56: Material used for openings
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Map 28: Material used for openings
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ROOF TYPE

In terms of roof typology, 69% of all build-
ings have a flat roof, 17% have a doomed
roof, 8% have a pitched roof and 6% have
other types of roof.

Flat
\

69%

Figure 57: Old village core - Roof covering

Map 29: Old village core - Roof covering
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STRUCTURAL CONDITION AND STATE OF
CONSERVATION

A visual inspection of all buildings con-
cluded that 16% are in excellent condition,
33% were judged to be in good condition,
40% in a poor condition, and 2% in a bad
(ruin) structural condition. Additionally,
9% of the structures are still under con-

struction.
Exce‘llent Go?d Poor
16% 33%

Figure 58: Structural condition of the old village core buildings

Map 30: Structural condition of the old village core buildings
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Map 31: State of conservation of the historic buildings in the old village core



4.6.2 Open space level

a) ROADS AND PATHS IN THE OLD VILLAGE CORE

'The main road running through the old village core is an
extension of the main north-south road of Battir. Its width
varies between 5 to 8 metres and can narrow significantly
in some sections, making vehicular movement difficult. A
number of smaller roads and pathways branch oft the main
road, which has long served as an axis for urban development.
Some pathways in the old village have stairs. These stairs
are not accessible to the handicapped, to the very old, or to
parents pushing prams.

@ Main Road
== WMinor Road
Local Road
— Pedestrian Path
— Stairs path

Map 32: Roads and pathways in the old village core
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Figure 60: Pathways in the old village core




b) PARKING
There are no planned or specially desig-
nated parking areas inside the old village.

Both the pavement at the entrance of
the old village, as well as the plaza, are

Figure 61: Street use as a car park area

Parking Area P

currently used for parking. Drivers also

park their cars along the side of the road. Cemetery [::::]

There is no specially designated parkin Roman Pool ]
P y g P g

for tourist buses. UNESCO 01d Core »eeeec

Jerusalem Muni. Border ——
Prop. Conservation Area w1 m
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Topography =

AreaA [ |
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AreaC [ |
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c) OPEN SPACES

Public or open spaces in the old village are used for difterent activities or events.
They can be divided into private, semi-private, public and semi-public spaces.
Private spaces include courtyards attached to old houses which are used exclusively
by the residents of those houses. They are mostly used for farming or by children
to play, or for other house activities. Some are also empty plots that are rarely used.

e Semi-private spaces are areas that are privately owned, but which are
publically accessible, such as irrigated terraces.

* Semi-public spaces are areas located between adjacent buildings. One
example is the plaza located in front of the local clinic. It is used for a range
of activities, including weddings, public meetings, festivals, parties, funeral
orations and as a children’s play area.

* Public spaces are designated as such, including the plaza located in front
of the Roman bath and near to the Hassan Mustafa School. This is where

Battir’s famous eggplant festival takes place. Other public spaces include
the archaeological site “Khirbet Al-Yahud”, as well as a number of empty
areas that can be found throughout the old village.
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Figure 63: The Plaza in 1952
used for social festivals
Source: Ministry of Tourism

and Antiquities, Department of
Antiquities and Cultural Heri-
tage, Palestine Land of Olives
and Vines, Cultural landscape

of Southern Jerusalem, Battir,
World Heritage Site Nomination
Document, 2013.
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Map 34: Types of open spaces in old village core
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Map 35: Condition of open spaces in old village core
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Figure 64: Urban furniture
inside village core
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d) URBAN FURNITURE
Urban facilities and furniture have an important

role to play in making the old village more liveable

and attractive for local residents. In the old village,

this includes:

1. Public benches: some public benches are lo-
cated close to the pool, above the Roman Bath
and close to the souvenir shop.

2. Garbage containers: a number of both large
and small garbage bins can be found along the
main and other smaller roads in the old village.

3. Lighting, electrical and telephone columns

>

Bus stops designed with a tent (canopy)

5. Pavements: Including concrete flooring that
covers the main plaza in the court, while areas
above the Roman bath are paved with concrete
tiles and used for unplanned parking.

6. Fences: Different types of fences are used to
protect pedestrians throughout the old village.

7. Different plants used for decoration of court-
yards, walls, fences etc.

8. Promotional features: Advertising boards have

been erected for commercial use.



¢) TREES

Old trees can be found in the village, in-
cluding pine and olive trees. These add to
the village’s aesthetic value and should be
protected. The older and more important
trees, 29 of these, are indicated on the

map below.
Walnut Avocado ® Oak
Cupressus @ Delonix Regia @® Mulberry
© Olive Palm @ Populus
Pine Almond Figure 65: Olive tree in Battir
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f) LANDMARK

There are a number of buildings currently
perceived as landmarks within the old vil-
lage core, including the landscape terraces,

Roman Pool, Roman Bath, Cemetery, the
Eco-Museum, the Cultural Centre, the
Mosque, and Abu Zeid Magam.

Abu Zeid Magam [__|

Roman Bath [ |
Roman Pool [FEE]
Cultural Center [__]
Ecomuseum [0
Cemetery [:::::]
Terraces ||

Figure 66: Landscape terraces  Figure 67: Roman Pool

3
\£%7

Map 37: Important landmarks in old village core
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Figure 68: Roman Bath




g) LAND USE

Mixed land use exists in the old village
core which accommodates both public
and residential buildings, a cemetery and

agricultural terraces.

Mixed Use Area [ |
Residential Area [

Terraces [ |

Cemetery

Roman Pool [
UNESCO 0Id Core

Prop. Conservation Area ——

Green Line m1m
Roads ===
Topography 5
Topography
AreaA [ |
AreaB [ |
AreaC [ |
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4.7 FACTORS IMPACTING THE OLD VILLAGE CORE

Analysis of the old village core showed that the site was affected by several factors in-
cluding economic development; agriculture; land terraces; infrastructure; modification
of historical buildings; distance from larger urban areas; tourism development; social
changes; local migration to other locations; construction of the separation wall; and the
administrative division line.

BUILDING PROBLEM

Unsafe stairs

"_ - |
(" TET TR :
w
i i i
Windows condition

i
Bad Structure Old stone condition
J
) . . i
Figure 71: Inappropriate additions . .. o
on the buildings inside the village Stair condition and cliff

core
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'The value of Battir’s old buildings is affected by a number of factors, the most
prevalent of which include:

1. Some of the older buildings are
abandoned and have become di-
lapidated. In most cases, they are
filled with rubbish, insects and
vegetation, while their structural
integrity has also often been com-
promised. Among other things, this
has a negative aesthetic impact, ad-
versely affecting the development of
Battir’s tourist sector.

2. Both the construction of new build-
ings and modifications made to
older buildings are unregulated in
terms of both architectural style
and planning, leading to ad hoc and

dissonant additions to the village.

3. Building construction is often left
incomplete, posing a negative visual
impact.

4. Unregulated and poorly planned
and designed elements such as
stairs, balconies and advertisement
panels negatively affect the visual

appeal of old buildings.

5. Lack of opportunity and/or access to services has resulted in some local
residents relocating to other areas of the West Bank.
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The old village and its built environment are further impacted

by the following:

'The value of Battir’s old buildings
is affected by a number of factors,
the most prevalent of which in-
clude:

1. Failure to regulate public trans-
port and poor road signage has
resulted in both traffic conges-
tion and increased levels of pol-
lution that not only affects air
quality, but also stains building
facades.

2. Lack of adequate infrastructure
for pedestrians, including pave-
ments and pedestrian crossings.

3. Some of the roads in the old
village are unpaved and require
rehabilitation.

4. Lack of planned parking areas,
including designated parking
for tourist buses, resulting in
traffic congestion and delays.

5. No provisions are made for peo-
ple with a disability to facilitate
improved accessibility around
the village, nor are there any
designated bike tracks or trails
as a potential way to tour the
city.

6. Lack of road and public space

maintenance.

7. A tourist map of Battir high-
lighting its main sites is located
in a relatively unexposed area.

8. Expansion of the local ceme-
tery threatens to encroach on
the surrounding agricultural
terraces, threatening part of
Battir’s cultural historical value.
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9. Signage for local trails through
the old village is poorly orga-
nized and inadequate.

10.There are no public facilities
available for visitors, nor any
specially designed public spaces.

11.Urban mobiliar (furniture) is
insufficient.

12. Public lighting is inade-
quate in the village core, espe-
cially along tourist trails.



Figure 72: Unregulated and
unfinished building

Figure 73: Bad infrastructure on
the sidewalk
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Lack of open spaces and playgrounds.

Exposed trash in public spaces. Street and vistas are affected with struc-

tures and cars parked along it.

Many streets and pathways are inaccessible Lack of designated parking means that
for people with a disability and parents cars are often parked ad hoc and in public
pushing prams. places.

Example of improvised urban mobiliar

Figure 74: Different problems affecting open
(furniture). spaces in the old village core









5.0 SUSTAINABLE PLAN

General

The sustainability plan for Battir was pro-

duced based on findings of the survey and

subsequent analysis undertaken by IPCC.

Particular focus was given to the old vil-

lage centre. The plan seeks to strike the

right balance between preservation of Bat-
tir’s cultural heritage and unique landscape,
and the creation of new opportunities for
future development.

Towards this end, several strategies
were pursued:

* Protection of the village’s landscape
terraces, including preserving their
aesthetic appeal

*  Improving the built urban environment
- including public spaces and infrastruc-
ture and improving accessibility and
mobility.

* Revitalisation of Battir’s historic build-
ings through restoration and rehabili-
tation

* Identitying and planning of new func-
tions for both open spaces and build-
ings alike

*  Sustainable design

* Integration and inclusion of local res-
idents

* Environmental awareness and protec-
tion measures

* Local organic farming
* Development of ecotourism
* Raise public awareness
Along with landscape terraces, the old
village core is Battir’s main built heritage
asset. Its potential was considered when
preparing the sustainable plan. Several
principles of sustainability were adhered to,
namely energy; nature and the ecosystem;
economy; culture and social interaction;
health and well-being. These were inter-
woven into the different strategic lines
followed under the plan.

5.1 A ROAD MAP FOR SUSTAIN-
ABILITY OF BATTIRVILLAGE

Environmental Sustainability (Na-
ture and Ecosystem)

Goal: Reduced pollution, protected land-
scape and ecosystem

Commitment: Environmental matters are
to be reconsidered as crucial toward estab-
lishing a healthier and more sustainable
habitat. Protecting and conserving the local
ecosystem, bio diversity and fauna all play a
major role, as does preserving the surround-
ing landscape, both cultural and natural,
against natural and man-made disasters.
These efforts should be matched with a
tocus on renewable energy sources coupled
with the smart consumption of natural re-
sources to strengthen sustainability.

Energy

Goal: smart energy consumption
Commitment: Effective measures to im-
prove energy efficiency need to be applied
in line with global standards to reduce
energy consumption. New innovative
solutions on energy reduction should be
applied to both new and existing buildings.

Sustainable Economic Growth

Goal: viable income for local inhabitants
Commitment: Battir’s world heritage
listing opens up new opportunities for
economic development and job creation.
Improving access to economic opportuni-
ties for local residents would reduce social
poverty in Battir. Over the long term, the
local municipality has a particularly im-
portant role to play in establishing a more
attractive environment for local economic
development, assuring the right balance
between market and policy, as well as
encouraging new public/private ventures
and partnerships. Significant opportunities
exist for Battir to capitalise on growing in-
terest in sustainable tourism, with a heavy
emphasis on local knowledge and partic-
ipation. Inclusivity is another important
factor in achieving economic stability.
Both agriculture and tourism hold out the
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promise of a brighter economic future for
Battir, particularly agriculture developed
in Battir’s irrigated terraces, and tourism
based on its unique culture and heritage
(both tangible and intangible).

Culture, Education & Social Inclusion
Goal: Building an inclusive society and
preserving local culture

Commitment: Greater inclusivity requires
greater public participation in both local
decision making and local activities of dif-
ferent types. Particular attention should be
given to women, youth and marginalised
sectors of the community. It is important
to develop capacity building programs for
the local community, as well as activities
aimed at strengthening Battir’s local iden-
tity and preserving local culture. Equally
important is to maintain existing activities
related to local culture and customs.

Health and Well-Being

Goal: enhanced health and personal well-
being

Commitment: Enhancement of Battir’s
built environment and natural surround-
ings is vital to improving the local popula-
tion’s wellbeing and health and in assuring
existence of domestic fauna and preserva-
tion of flora. A healthy environment is also
crucial to taking advantage of the enor-
mous potential that exists for Battir to be
a local leader in organic food production
based on traditional agricultural methods.
In particular, permaculture promises ben-
efits to both the environment and for the
well-being of visitors and inhabitants alike.

Governing

Stakeholders Role and Responsibilities:
Various stakeholders were consulted during
the preparation of the sustainable plan. It is
envisaged that implementation of the plan
will similarly rely on local stakeholders.
As part of its preparation, a strong work-
ing relationship was established with the
Palestinian Authority’s Ministry of Local
Government, especially regarding planning
in Battir. Similarly, the Palestinian Au-
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thority’s Ministry of Tourism was closely
consulted, especially regarding prepara-
tion of a conservation and management
plan for Battir, which is obligatory for
all included properties on the UNESCO
WHL (World Heritage List). The present
sustainability plan makes a valuable con-
tribution in this regard.

At the local level, the Municipality of
Battir has a central role to play in imple-
menting the sustainable plan and all the
activities identified here. For their part, the
local community are the guardians of Bat-
tir’s unique heritage, especially intangible
(crafts, traditions and customs).

Close consultations with local citizens
was crucial to identify local needs and
tuture activities flagged under this plan.
In addition to continuing their current
activities, a greater role in educational and
promotional programs is envisaged for lo-
cal NGOs and associations.

IPCC has prepared an outline plan for
Battir that was submitted to the Israeli
Civil Administration (ICA) for approval.
The plan is intended to provide a legal
basis for any future development. For the
purpose of this plan, the IPCC team eval-
uated the social-economic and physical
condition of the village. All needed inven-
tories, surveys and analyses were prepared,
and can be used to follow up on all future
changes within the village. By following
the guidelines developed here, it should
be possible to prevent inappropriate and
unsustainable interventions.

Recognition of Battir’s heritage values
by UNESCO has opened up the possi-
bility of new collaborations with interna-
tional partners. Additionally, it drew much
needed attention to and a much greater
appreciation of Battir’s cultural landscape
values. UNESCO’s report referring to the
old village core should be followed when
implementing this plan.

Recommendation: Battir’s local mu-
nicipality should establish a system with
defined responsibilities to properly gov-
ern and manage the site (site committee).



Accordingly, a multi-disciplinary technical
team should be in charge to oversee project
implementation, maintenance and moni-
toring of the site. The committee should

be responsible for coordinating all funding,
sourcing new funding, and ensuring proper
community consultation and coordination

with all relevant stakeholders. Funds could

be allocated from the local municipal bud-
get, funding from the central government,
local community contributions, bank loans,
private sector donations, as well as project
support from international donors. Many
international organisations already play an

important role in financing development

and this cooperation should be sustained.
Local owners and tenants should be re-
sponsible for financing the maintenance

of local public spaces, attached to their
properties. In addition to this, the local

municipality and cultural centre should

focus on supporting programs that encour-
age local agricultural production and the

production of local crafts, as well as raise

public awareness.

Management

Figure 75: Open space in
front of Hassan Mustafa
cultural center

Municipality

Local Office

Governing
Financing
Planning and Development

Local community Investors
NGO’s Donors
Maintenance Financing
Promotion Implementation Figure 76: Battir

management scheme
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5.2 DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES:
(SUSTAINABLE PLAN)

Protection of landscape terraces
Central to Battir's WHS listing, landscape
terraces and their surrounding features
should be protected and properly maintained.
Under the sustainability plan, Battir’s famous
landscaped terraces are designated as a high-
ly protected area, meaning that any actions
that have the potential to harm their au-
thenticity and integrity are strictly prohibited.
'This plan proposes that the terraces contin-
ue to be used as per their original function
as a way to ensure they are preserved. The

? /’\>\>\\\\ ///

7 M
Map 39: Landscape terraces in Battir
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whole area encompasses approximate-
ly 2.257.112 m? of landscape terraces

supported with dry stone walls. To

protect their visual appeal, multi-story
buildings should not be allowed in the

surrounding area, nor any other type of
building that threatens the uniqueness

of the old village core.

'The land terraces are also highly
exposed to the risk of floods and
damages. Adequate rain water drain-
age would help to prevent floods and
any resultant damage to agricultural

lands.
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Map 40: Landscape terraces inside the village core

Recommendation: Constant enhancement

and maintenance of the landscape terraces

and conservation of dry stone walls; to pro-
tect trees and conserve soil quality; safeguard

overall appearance from unregulated devel-
opment and vistas; to provide adequate rain

water drainage.
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park out of the village core for resi-

Urban improvement (open spaces
dents where local entertainment can

and infrastructure, accessibility and
be provided.

mobility)

Interventions in the village core should To improve accessibility as well as

be implemented to improve local services,  the tourist infrastructure inside the

to improve the local environment and  village core, efforts should focus on
habitat, and to enhance the village asan ~ upgrading local walking and biking
attractive destination for both local and  trails, including equipping them with
international tourists. benches, lights, signs and so forth

Urban improvements should increase  (see appendixes). This plan also iden-

accessibility and mobility within the vil-  tifies several rehabilitation zones for
lage core, with special provisions made  urban renewal and redesign, details

to improve accessibility for people with  of which are given in the following
Bike Trail

a disability, the elderly and children.  pages.
Disabled Trail eeee
Touristic Trail nmm

Equally important is the need for more
public spaces that facilitate social inter- Recommendation: Create safe
pedestrian corridors that can ac- Abu Zeid Magam [__|
Roman Bath [0

action. These spaces are important for
preserving and protecting Battir’s intan-  commodate the elderly and people
with disabilities; design and develop Roman Pool [

gible culture. One of the proposals listed

under this plan is to maintain the usage  sustainable public spaces and urban Observing Spots [0
mobiliar; and increase the number Bikes & Electrical Car Parking [_]
Trail Entrance Jp»

of the existing plaza for festivals, and to

design an environmentally sustainable  of urban mobiliars.
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Map 41: Proposed trails inside the village core
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Revitalisation of the village core’s historic tissue and old

buildings, including conservation and restoration

Battir’s terraced landscapes contain a number of old watchtowers.
These structures provide an important historical and cultural referent

for the life of Battir’s past generations and some of its surviving local
traditions today (MAPS no 13-19).To be able to fully understand

the cultural landscape of Battir, conservation is proposed as the most

suitable intervention. Some of the watchtowers could be converted

into stations that tourists can stop at while walking through Battir.
Conservation in situ is a priority for these watchtowers.

'The old village core also has a number of old stone houses, many
of which have been abandoned and are dilapidated, while others
have been altered and changed. Revitalisation of the old village
core’s urban fabric and open spaces is key to improving sustainability.

Liveability in the old village core will be enhanced by preserving
its residential fabric while making improvements that better meet
the requirements of contemporary life.

Map 41: Proposed interventions for buildings in the village core

Clusters of houses should be revitalized to reactivate life in the old
village core, while many of the old stone houses, especially those
that have been abandoned, could be rehabilitated to improve the
needed services and experiences available to tourists.

Conservation [__|
Restoration [ |
Rehabilitation 1]
Maintenance [__|
Redesign/Upgrade [ |

Demolition [0

Cemetery

Roman Pool
UNESCO 0ld Core
Jerusalem Municipal Border ——

Proposed Conservation Area = 1=
Green Line ____
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Topography
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It is important to introduce efforts aimed at encouraging res-
idents to remain in the old village core, actively countering rising
levels of migration. Local residents are key to preserving Battir’s
living traditions. For most old houses, the primary goal should be
basic interventions that rehabilitate and adapt them to the require-
ments of contemporary life. Towards this end, criteria for physical
interventions aimed at re-establishing the architectural and urban
integrity of the site have been created.

A survey of the old village core found that 26 houses are in
need of restoration, 56 require rehabilitation, 2 can be conserved
in their current state and 5 can be maintained in its current con-
dition. Based on an average property size of 160 m* per housing
unit, this equates to restoration works covering 4160 m?, and the
rehabilitation of approximately 8960 m?* Consideration should
also be given to redesigning and upgrading recent changes that are
deemed inappropriate (note: more details are given in section 5.3).

Recommendation: restore and rehabilitate old houses including
renovations to suit new functions; permanently maintain old
buildings; and develop an urban conservation plan.

Integration of residents

Battir’s local residents are a key link in the chain of sustainability.
Ensuring greater interaction and inclusion of citizens in different
activities, and improving local economic stability are both key to
providing greater security for Battir’s local residents. This would
assure their permanent settling inside the old village core, and
also encourage the preservation of local traditions and knowledge.
As carriers of intangible heritage, the local community is able to
pass on local knowledge of agriculture, planting suitable crops
and preserving local permaculture.

Recommendation: Encourage inhabitants to remain and prosper
in the old village core; actively include local residents in preser-
vation and capacity building activities; strengthen local tradition
through different cultural activities with inhabitants.

Sustainable design for new facilities

Efforts to revitalize the old village core require new facilities and
services be offered to local residents. Ensuring that the design
of new facilities is sustainable should be a priority, including
the use of environmentally friendly building materials and the
construction of low energy structures. When dealing with old
historical buildings, a number of alternatives exist to improve
energy consumption.

Recommendation: Apply green building standards to all struc-
tural interventions in the old village core; improve design quality

in and around the old village core.
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Figure 78: Part of landscape
terraces around railway

Environmental protection Recommendation: Increase water re-
'The proposed actions identified in this plan focus on preserving  cycling and reuse; identify and protect
and reducing consumption of natural resources as well as mit- vulnerable species in and around Battir;
igating pollution. This is especially important when it comes  prepare disaster preventative measures for
to water use and conservation. Protecting Battir’s local water ~ both natural and man-made disasters; pro-
springs and seasonable water streams is vital to ensuring a healthy  tect seasonable water streams. Introduce
environment. alternative transport arrangements that
More attention should be given to controlled energy consump-  are more environmentally friendly.
tion. This includes prioritizing the use of renewable solar energy.
Construction activities, especially those taking place outside of
the village core, should abide by the principles of energy efficiency
and the use of environmentally friendly materials.
Pollution can be limited through difterent actions, including
the introduction of regulations limiting levels of transport in the
old village core.
Improving the natural environment will also benefit the differ-
ent animal species found in and around Battir. Both the surround-
ing landscape and waterways are vulnerable to natural disasters.
Preventive measures are therefore required particularly when it
comes to protecting Battir’s remaining water springs. There is also
a need for a clear plan in place to mitigate possible man-made
disasters and safeguard Battir’s cultural and historical heritage,
as well as protect its local population and visitors to the village.
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Environmental protection measures:

1.

Rehabilitation of local water springs, including
measures to reduce pollution.

Preserve seasonal water streams in the Wadi.
Build a wastewater treatment plant to reuse waste
water.

Build a wastewater network that does not threaten
agricultural lands and other sensitive locations.
Increase the number of local rubbish bins, especially
bins made from recycled materials.

Figure 79: Rubbish Baskets made of recycled material

https.//www.mmcite.com/uploads/news_thumb_fe/918317b57931b-
6b7ar7d29490fe5ec9f9/popup/03eclipe_8f0c77da2b3140fca227869e-
(4a853dd.jpg

Adding drinking fountains along tourist trails for
visitors to use.

Figure 80: Concrete outdoor drinking fountain
http.//img.archiexpo.com/images._ae/photo-g/104657-10127184.jpg

7. Post signs to improve cleanliness.

KEEP
THIS PLACE

CLEAN
AND ORDERLY

Figure 81: Signs for cleanliness

https.//images.mydoorsign.com/img/md/S/housekeeping-place-clean-
sign-s-2348.png
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Introduce measures to prevent garbage being
thrown in public/open areas.

Increase public lighting and introduce LED
lights equipped with movement sensors.
Increase reliance on solar energy sources through

solar cells and panels.

Figure 82: Examples where solar cells are used
https://www.electricbike.com/ebike-battery-longevity

Introduce new recycling measures, including
separate bins for sorting out recyclables.

Figure 83: Separate bins

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/b5/26/d2/b526d27aab40d1926¢fab-
55c4e4a26b7.jpg

Encourage local residents and shops to convert
to fabric bags instead of nylon bags.

Promote biking and hiking.

Restrict vehicular access inside the village core,
with exceptions made for emergency services
and delivery.

Make provisions for the use of electric cars
(similar to golf buggies) for older people and
the disabled.

Encourage land cultivation that also protects
the soil.

Prevent the collapse of trees and other forms of
damage to the land terraces.



Organic farming and food production
Relying on Battir’s long tradition of agri-
cultural production, measures should be in-
troduced that incentivise niche agricultural
production and especially organic farming.
This includes establishing new facilities
that can enhance the value chain when it
comes to food production. Food storage
and commercial facilities are encouraged to
serve and sell food made with local prod-
ucts. This will improve profitability and
help increase and maintain local agricultur-
al produce. Seasonal festivals are also im-
portant for local farmers to promote their
produce as well as exchange knowledge and
best practices. It also includes promoting

Map 42: Agricultural field type according to crops

traditional agricultural methods in
organic farming. This sustainability
plan recommends the introduction
of a new food store, and an addition-
al five new restaurants. To increase
production levels, techniques that are
non-invasive, but that improve soil
quality are permitted.

Recommendation: preventive action
to reduce erosion; improvement of
soil quality; educate the local popula-
tion about organic farming methods
as well as their benefits and profita-
bility; promote organic farming and

organic produce in seasonal festivals.

Almonds [_|

Crop Fields [_]

Excavated Land [_|

Garigue [ |

Green House [ |

Maquis on Limestone Terraces [ |
Olive Grooves ||

Orchards [0
Rock Belts [0
Rocky Area [

Third Landscape [__|
Uncultivated Land ]

Urban Park [_]

Vegetable Gardens [_]

Vineyard 1]
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Eco-tourism development

Development of tourism in Battir is im- 0@3 -
portant for its economic viability, with the - .r’l':x.rr:

. . L L § I-.
goal being to increase the number of tour- 1%1._; =

ists visiting the village and thus increase
tourism revenues. In order to strengthen
Battir’s attractiveness and competitiveness,

the needs of visitors and local population m
should be taken into account. /
i
~
__.-'
Figure 84: Distance between Battir and i P .;..-

Jerusalem and Bethlehem respectively
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Map 44: Proposed trails in Battir village core

Notwithstanding, efforts should be taken wherever possible to
improve the connectedness of Battir to major localities in the
surrounding area.

Battir is within relatively close proximity to other UNESCO
world heritage sites. As a world heritage site itself, Battir may serve
as a destination that would support extended visits to Palestine
which include visits to famous places as Jerusalem, Bethlehem
and Hebron. This will enrich the tourist experience.

The potential exists to also strengthen tourist routes link-
ing Battir with Beit Jala and its surrounding landscape called
Al-Makhrour. Given the relatively short distances involved, this
sustainability plan proposes developing a purpose designed walk-
ing and biking trail of approximately 7 km in length. This trail
should focus on local heritage as a key drawcard, as well as give
tourists an opportunity to enjoy some of the beautiful landscape
vistas. Approximately 4.5 km of existing historic trails can be
rehabilitated for this purpose, with proper signage and mobiliars
added where needed.

Within the village core, both biking and walking tourist
trails are proposed that encompass all of Battir’s most significant

L
e
(e

W"”"ﬁln{ﬁ’@ -

Bike Trail 1

Disabled Trail eeee

Touristic Trail 1w

Abu Zeid Magam [__|

Roman Bath [T

Roman Pool

Observing Spots [N

Bikes and Electrical Car Parking ]
Trail Entrance )

Cemetery
UNESCO OId Core »eeee-

Jerusalem Municipal Border ——
Proposed Conservation Area m 1 m
Green Line

Roads S

Topography

AreaA [ |

AreaB [ |
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historical sites, as well as possibilities to
experience other cultural attractions (such
as local cuisine, demonstrations of local
customs, crafts, habits and so forth). This
will require new facilities to be developed
along the trail, while approximately 1 km
of the existing trail inside the village core
should be rehabilitated.

In creating attractive tour programs,
various local activities depending on the
time of the year should be taken into ac-
count, as well as different areas of interest
such as history, architecture and living
culture. These tour programs should be
tailored to different age groups or groups
of visitors. Improved services, better infra-
structure, the preservation and rehabilita-
tion of historic buildings, the enhancement
of the natural and built environment; social
interaction and new opportunities are all
priorities when it comes to encouraging
greater tourism to the village.

In addition to capitalising on the eco-
nomic opportunities that tourism offers,
equal attention should also be paid to
raising awareness about and mitigating
potential negative impacts of increased lev-
els of tourism. Tourism will have an impact
in reshaping Battir’s built environment as
a result of actions identified in this plan.
'This could have negative implications for
heritage sites, both physically and in the
broader socio-economic context. Greater
numbers of tourists will put pressure on
historic sites and create certain challenges
for local residents. Among some of the
possible negative consequences include
the degradation of historic sites, as well as
creating a less personal feeling to the old
village itself. Harmful effects may occur
on the environment and built structures,
while wear from overuse could lead to
degradation and loss of value. The spirit
of Battir is a sensitive category, and it will
be necessary to moderate the number of
visitors. In this regard, proper management
of the site is important.

Recommendation: improve tourist facilities
and local infrastructure; strengthen linkages
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between Battir and other world heritage
sites, as well as neighbouring villages; de-
velop a purpose designed tourist bike and
walking path within the village core that
encompasses Battir’s main historical sites,
attractions and landscape terraces; develop
a new strand of tourism around agricultural
production and cuisine, local customs and
traditions and cultural landscapes.

Planning of new functions

Existing tourist facilities and services for
local population in Battir are insufficient.
This plan puts a premium on improving
existing facilities and developing new ones
that are important for local residents and
to attract more tourists. Restored and reha-
bilitated houses should keep their original
function, or can be rented for residential,
commercial, public, touristic or adminis-
trative activities. A select few can house
local museums that showcase the richness
of the regions history and customs.

Among the steps needed to strengthen
tourism is to increase the number of avail-
able rooms so that a greater number of
tourists can be accommodated. In addition,
efforts should be made to differentiate the
types of accommodation available, includ-
ing offering accommodation that caters to
more exclusive tastes.

Towards this end, it is proposed to
renovate some of the old stone buildings
located in the village core into boutique
hotels, as a cluster inside the village core. A
total of 78 old houses have been identified
for restoration and rehabilitation, with 22
rehabilitated to accommodate new func-
tions (including five new Bed & Break-
fast establishments, one hotel and one
boutique hotel type), while the remaining
56 old houses will remain as residential
properties. Also, 4 buildings belonging
to the recent period are proposed to gain
new functions. This should increase the
accommodation capacity of the old village
core by 75%, enabling it to accommodate
up to 80 visitors a night.

With regard to sustainable develop-
ment, the establishment of the eco muse-



um was a positive step forward. This plan m m

proposes a second museum to be housed . Commercial
in one of the village core’s old buildings Souvenir shops ! ! 2
that showcases Battir’s local history and Food shop 0 4 4
> . Minimarket 4 0 4
culture. An additional old house is pro- 5 . 1 1
. . , azaar
posed to include a library and a café, and Cultural
S . . ultura
also provide information on Palestine and :
. i i Library 1 1 2
Battir, screening documentaries, as well
. . Art gallery 0 1 1
as staging presentations on the cultural S — ; g g
heritage values zilnd trad1t1f)r}s in the \flltlage. Cultural centre ] 0 0
In order to improve living conditions Music centre 0 1 ]
for local residents, attention should be giv- Accommodation
en to rehabilitating public facilities and Guest house 1 5 6
improving access to basic local services. Hotel 0 1 1
'This should include adequate schooling Boutique Hotel 0 1 1
and accompanying infrastructure, building Catering facilities
a sports centre and improving access to Restaurants 1 5 6
medical healthcare. Establishment of a Street food 0 1 1
clinical centre in the locality would con- Cafe 1 1 2
tribute to the safety of the local population Others
and for visitors as well. Bike rental service 1 0 1

____Total |2 25 ] 37 |

Recommendation: improve available pub-

lic facilities and local services.

— - -

Map 45: Proposed building functions in the old village core
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Promotion and Education

One of the main avenues for achieving greater social and
cultural sustainability is to educate Battir’s youth on the im-
portance of their heritage, local traditions and preservation
more broadly.

'The local community have an important role to play in
actively strengthening local sustainability, especially in col-
laboration with Battir’s municipality and partner NGOs.

Handicrafts and local products would benefit from such
activities as festivals, exhibitions and workshops, while lo-
cal programs could encourage Battir’s residents to be more
productive. While local inhabitants are strongly attached to
their village and traditions, there are still many benefits to be
had from staging workshops and educational programs that
encourage the younger population to actively participate in the
preservation of Battir’s unique heritage and culture. The impor-
tance of awareness raising should not be underestimated here.

Encouraging new investment in Battir is yet another priori-
ty. Towards this end, new initiatives promoting the village as an
attractive location for private investment should be developed.

Seasonal festivals provide an important platform for pro-
moting Battir, especially as a centre for organic farming and
the production of healthy foods. These festivals also help to
distinguish Battir as a home to the production of eggplants.

Recommendation: prepare educational programs and work-
shops targeting different age groups; encourage a greater num-
ber of cultural and educational activities; promote Battir as a
desirable tourist attraction; encourage more investment in Battir.

Actions related to promotion, education and raising

awareness

* Promote seasonal festivals using different promotional
materials (posters, billboards and flyers)

*  Organise workshops for local crafts targeting different age
groups throughout the year

* Introduce on-site learning via educational programs for
both local residents and tourists related to Battir’s cultural
heritage and agriculture

* Organize educational programs for children on such topics
as permaculture as well as the heritage of Palestine, with
a focus on “learning by doing”.

* Engage students in different activities aimed at strength-
ening their relation to local heritage. Programs facilitating
students to participate in designing places, cleaning tourist
locations, and educating them about recycling should also
be considered.

* Establish a community centre for children, youth and
women which can serve as a meeting place, as well as a
venue for different activities and workshops.



5.3 PROPOSALS FOR PRESERVATION AND FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT - PHYSICAL INTERVENTIONS

To achieve the goals and objectives of the sustainable plan, proposals
aimed at revitalizing, sustaining and preserving the cultural and
historical values of the old village core have been developed in
the form of guidelines and recommendations. Improvements to
the aesthetic look of the village core are elaborated in map no 46.

(Map of sustainable plan summary), which provides a summary of UNESCO Old Core =+++=«
proposed actions. Jerusalem Municipal Border ——

Additionally, this plan includes a map of all needed inter- Proposed Conservation Area =1 m
ventions for each structure inside the village core, ranging from Green Ling s
rehabilitation, restoration, maintenance, and redesign, through Roads &
to demolition (Map no 41). Taking into consideration local needs Topography
while also prioritizing improved sustainability, various functions AreaA[ ]
or purposes were proposed for each building based on the stated AreaB[ ]
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Map 46: Sustainable plan summary



EXISTING FUNCTIONS
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[ Cultural Centers
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[ Public Buildings
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[ Residential
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[ZEE Roman Pool
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Touristic Trails
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Observing Spots
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Parking for Emergency
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Souvenir Shop (new)
Tourism Administration
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1 Rehabilitation zone 1
[ Rehabilitation zone 2
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[ Rehabilitation zone 5
[ Rehabilitation zone 6
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Bikes & Electrical Car Parking

Rehabilitated/Restored Buildings
Restaurants, Cafe, Food Shop

strategic guidelines and objectives. Priority
projects are highlighted to guide efhiciency
in implementation Map no 48. All pro-
posed interventions should form a key part
of any future urban conservation activities.

Two levels for physical interventions
have been identified:

5.3.1 Interventions

5.3.1.1 Physical interventions

- Battir village in its entirety (according to
the outline plan)

- The old village core

-Selected priority buildings inside the old
village core

When it comes to Battir in its entirety,
the outline plan should be followed. A
plan for Battir was prepared by IPCC in
2014. During the preparation of this plan,
a number of existing limitations and re-
strictions were taken into account, while
the plan also took into consideration such
important elements as archaeological sites
and the borders of the WHS core and
its buffer zones. This was important to

preserve the authenticity and integrity of
the UNESCO WHS.

The old village core

For better efficiency in implementation of
this plan, Battir’s village core is divided
into 6 rehabilitation zones where different
levels of urban and architectural integrity
exist. The following explains in more detail
what actions are permitted.

Overview of priority rehabilitation zones
and structures

'The demarcation of priority rehabilitation
zones is intended to preserve and improve
Battir’s urban and architectural integrity,
as well as protect its vistas and the overall
image of the village. Actions that change
the local character are prohibited.

'The surrounding land terraces and ac-
companying irrigation network are des-
ignated as a separate zone or open space
area. These areas should be conserved and
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Map 47: Rehabilitation zones in the old village core
maintained in their current (authentic) form.

The first and second rehabilitation zones cover central parts of the
old village core and are included in the area identified within the
Battir World Heritage Site. They include a number of old stone
houses that reflect the local character and tradition of masonry
skills, as well as the main historic structures such as the Roman
pool, the Roman bath and the Magam. Most of these structures
require rehabilitation and restoration, though interventions should
be strictly controlled. In particular, any additional floor elevation is
prohibited. The only allowed floor elevation should be the ground
floor plus one (Gr+1).

The third and fourth rehabilitation zones focus on the overall
revitalization of the old village core. Proposed here are interven-
tions to establish new or re-establish old functions for buildings.
'The third zone also includes a proposal for one of the main streets
to be rehabilitated by encouraging the reactivation of old and es-
tablishment of new businesses and by supporting local commerce.

Rehabilitation zone 1 [_|
Rehabilitation zone 2 [_|
Rehabilitation zone 3 [ |
Rehabilitation zone 4 |:|
Rehabilitation zone 5 [0
Rehabilitation zone 6 [T
Rehabilitation zone 7 1]

Terraces [ |

Cemetery

Roman Pool
UNESCO Old Core »eeee«

Jerusalem Municipal Border ——

Proposed Conservation Area = 1=
Green Ling s

Roads =&

Topography

AreaA [ |

AreaB [__|

AreaC [
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Figure 85: View toward

the upper part of the |

107

village core

"

In addition, new buildings that are not
compatible with the architectural appeal of
the old village core should be redesigned
and upgraded. No new infills are allowed
in the third zone, while in the fourth zone,
two existing empty plots might be used for
new infills that conform to given guidelines
(appendix no.9).

The fifth, sixth and seventh rehabilita-
tion zones cover plots along the boundary
of the old village core. This part of the
village core is a mixture of old and new
structures, endangered by buildings with
new character and added floor elevation.

It is necessary to abide by proposed land
use and height of built structures.

Moving forward, any new develop-
ments must adhere to specific guidelines
and avoid undermining the visual charm
of the old village core and its surroundings.
Interventions being proposed for old build-
ings should be assessed on a case by case
basis based on detailed inspections, while
a control process is needed for all construc-
tion to prevent randomly constructed new
buildings. Priority should also be given to
the use of traditional materials and build-
ing techniques.
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CRITERIA

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

5.3.1.2 Proposed interventions

'The following criteria were used to determine interventions for every structure inside all of the rehabilitation zones:

Values

Each of the structure contains specific value as part of the old historic tissue.

Historical & ambient values
apply to old building structures
whose appearance, form and
volume represent an important
contribution of the specific his-
torical period to the character of
the village. Most of the old stone
houses dating back to Ottoman
period and late Ottoman period
fall within this category.

I

Historical & cultural values ap-
ply to old structures that clearly
reflect the period in which they
were built, and they represent
unique or rare examples among

others (Roman bath and Ma-
gam).

Neutral values/new buildings

apply to newer buildings that by
the form or their facade appear-
ances fit to the historic tissue.

No values (for new buildings)

apply to buildings that have no
architectural character, do not fit
within the overall historical fab-

ric of Battir, and undermine the

JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERVENTIONS

uniqueness of the old village core.

For structures categorised as having ambient value, restoration and re-

habilitation are more appropriate. For structures categorised as having

historical value, conservation and restoration are more appropriate. Build-

ings with neutral values might have their appearance enhanced through

redesign, upgrades and maintenance. Buildings with no values should

be redesigned according to the principles elaborated within this plan. In
some cases, demolition is proposed if by its other characteristic structures

are detected to be harmful for historic tissue.
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CRITERIA

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

Proposed interventions

'The following criteria were used to determine interventions for every structure inside all of the rehabilitation zones:

State of conservation

Excellent - old buildings that
have been properly maintained
and/or restored, whose structur-
al condition and appearance are
well preserved.

—— v g =

B =

3
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=

o il Jﬁﬂ_h‘:

Good - structures with minor
damages largely confined to ex-
ternal surfaces, without risk for
stability.

This criterion defines current physical state of buildings that may vary from excellent to bad (ruin).

Poor - buildings with damag-
es that impact their structural
integrity, and whose overall
appearance reflects their lack of
maintenance.

Bad (ruin) - dilapidated and se-
verely damaged buildings, with

collapsed structural system.

JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERVENTIONS

Buildings judged to be excellent and fully preserved could benefit from

conservation and maintenance. Restoration is appropriate for historic

structures judged to be in a good, satisfactory or excellent state, and

should be decided in accordance with other criteria.

Rehabilitation would be more appropriate for buildings judged to be

either in good or satisfactory condition, though this would also depend

on their values, integrity and authenticity. Buildings considered to be

in ruins may be subject to restoration, rehabilitation or even demolished

and used as sites for new infills (this may be related to the structures

with no values).
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CRITERIA

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

Subcategories

Buildings condition

Completed - new buildings that
have been completed structurally
and by its appearance, as a whole
and by its all part, its building
condition can be judged ac-
cording to the above mentioned
(excellent, good, poor, bad/ruin)

JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERVENTIONS

New buildings are subject to
maintenance or redesign and
upgrade, depending on buildings’
condition.

Under construction - new

buildings incomplete, partially
or fully under construction.

JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERVENTIONS




CRITERIA

EXAMPLE

DESCRIPTION

JUSTIFICATION FOR INTERVENTIONS

Proposed interventions

'The following criteria were used to determine interventions for every structure inside all of the rehabilitation zones:

Level of Integrity and Authenticity

According to the different levels of integrity structures may demonstrate authenticity differently.

For this purpose, structures are marked as:

Original - for structures that
are deemed to have largely re-
mained unchanged since being
constructed. Its form, shape and
volume appear to be unchanged
as well as stylistic particularities.

Partly changed - includes build-
ings that have retained much of
their initial integrity and authen-
ticity despite some modifications

or additions.

Changed buildings - refers to
structures that have been mod-
ified or changed to the point
that they have little or no resem-
blance to their original form and
appearance.

All buildings judged to have a high level of integrity and that are

authentic in appearance should be conserved or restored.

Buildings judged to be partly changed and depending on the state

of their conservation and values, could be restored, rehabilitated or

redesigned.

Changed buildings should be rehabilitated or redesigned or even

demolished in those cases where the level of integrity is deemed insuf-

ficient to regain its original shape.
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Many of the old stone houses in the village
core are judged to have historical value,
but have been abandoned and are in a de-
teriorated condition. Accordingly, basic
interventions to preserve these historic
buildings are considered a priority. In the
case of newer buildings judged to have
inappropriate additions, redesign and up-
grades are proposed.

Recommended actions

1. Remove vegetation growing within the
walls of buildings

2. Follow regulations to unify the usage
of advertisement panels, shop windows,
tents etc. in a way that does not harm
existing building facades. This includes
regulations stipulating material, shape,
colours and so forth as per the tem-
plates provided in appendices no.: 1, 2,
3,4, and 6.

3. Improve traffic safety by better regulat-
ing speed limits, as well as adding new
traffic signals.

4. Allocate parking for tourist buses out-
side the village core.

5. Rehabilitate historic paths and hiking
trails by restoring pavements, building
fences, as well as introducing garbage
bins and periodic explanation boards.

6. Open agricultural roads.

7. Ensure appropriate arrangements to
facilitate access for people with a dis-
ability, prams and for those riding a
bike.

8. Clearly mark the entrance and the exits
of all hiking and biking trails.

9. Provide benches in the old village core
and along hiking trails to allow people
to relax and enjoy the landscape views.

10.Improve public lighting to light old
buildings and hiking trails.

11.Abandon expansion of the existing
cemetery. The municipality has already
identified a new location, and efforts
should be made to prevent disturbance
of vistas and terraces (Map 46).
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12.Public spaces design.

13.Rehabilitation of private courtyards.

14.Ongoing maintenance of the old village
core, including cleaning and repaire-
ments both in old buildings and in
public spaces.

15.Improve hiking trails adjacent to land
terraces to make them safer. This can be
done by introducing gates to be closed
during specific hours, or by increasing
surveillance and hiring security guards.

16.Developing a management and conser-
vation plan that abides by best practice
international standards and recommen-
dations for heritage preservation. This
plan (Sustainable plan) is prepared as
a first step in this process, providing
guidelines to enhance the current con-
ditions while preventing further dete-
rioration.



5.3.1.3 Selected priority buildings
inside the old village core

For the purpose of this plan, several build-
ings and open spaces have been identified
as being priority pilot projects to reactivate
the old village core. The proposal is to un-
dertake restoration of several old stone
houses to serve as best practice examples.
All restoration efforts should be support-
ed by appropriate technical oversight and
guidelines. The following were identified
as priority projects:
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l. PLAZA
Approximate cost: 200,000 €

2. HIKING AND BIKE TRAIL
Approximate cost: 400,000 €

3. COMMERCIAL STREET
Approximate cost: 500,000 €

4. BAZAAR
Approximate cost: 120,000 €

5. MUSEUM (showcasing local culture & traditions) APPENDIX NO: | 1,12.

Approximate cost: 100,000 €
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5.3.2 Architectural level interventions
and regulations

I. For existing structures inside the village core,
and prioritizing preservation of their authen-
ticity and structural integrity, proposed inter-
ventions include rehabilitation, restoration and
conservation. Proposed interventions are general.
For some buildings multiple interventions may
be needed. This will be evaluated upon a detailed
survey of the building. Interventions should
meet preservation standards and follow best
practices (see appendix.no.8).

@Fii.

Figure 87: Current state of Roman Bath
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CONSERVATION applies to structures deemed to be
of high historical importance and with a high level
of integrity and authenticity, or this may refer to the
remaining parts of historical structure that due to
its high level of authenticity and values should be
conserved. In the case of the old village core, three
structures were judged to fall into this category,
namely the Roman Pool, Roman Bath and maqam.
'The old irrigation network can also be considered
to exist within this category.

It would need to preserve its existing condition,
accompanied with possible replacements or im-
provement of dilapidated elements, with appropriate
traditional materials and techniques used to preserve
the overall authenticity of the structure. If needed,
recent additions done without technical knowledge

should be replaced.

RESTORATION used to revive the original concept of
a structure. This mostly applies to old stone houses
inside the village core and one of the maqams. These
structures have been identified as being of cultural
and historical importance, but may have undergone
inappropriate changes over time. In order to pre-
serve their original typological and architectural
features, restoration should include restitution of the
structure and application of traditional techniques
as much as possible. In some cases this will include
reconstruction or replacement of inappropriate or
dilapidated elements.

REHABILITATION is considered an appropriate in-
tervention for buildings that do not bear values of
extraordinary importance, but rather are part of
the traditional urban fabric. Rehabilitation efforts
should focus on adapting a building to contemporary
needs, while remaining consistent with its histor-
ical, typological and architectural characteristics
and without any changes being made to such basic
elements as form, height, articulation of spaces or
composition of facade. Due to limits on space inside
older houses, rehabilitation may include changes to
the interior of a building or additions that are in line

with the overall character of the village.

Figure 90: Old house along main car road inside the village core
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REDESIGN AND UPGRADE

'This intervention refers to newer buildings and aims
to preserve the structural and functional integrity
of the building, while making changes to its ty-
pological and architectural characteristics that are
more consistent with the historical tissue of Battir.
In the case where floor elevations are not exceeding
normal floor numbers for Battir’s historical tissue,
major interventions should be done toward creating
appropriate form and appropriate material on the

facade.

DEMOLITION applies to buildings or additions whose
elements, volume or shape harms or undermines the
historical tissue of Battir and its surroundings. It
should be noted that this refers mainly to buildings
used for storage, as well as to temporary structures.

MAINTENANCE

This applies to structures that are in a good state
of conservation or have been restored in keeping
with international standards and principles. These

buildings need proper and constant maintenance.

21 buildings have been identified as falling within
this category. This intervention also refers to newer
structures that have been built in accordance with
the historic tissue of the village core.

Figure 93: Building proposed to be maintained
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Guidelines for preparation of restoration
work:

Prior to any restoration work taking place, a detailed

appraisal and viable restoration plan should be devel-

oped for each individual building. In doing so several

steps are needed:

1.

Documentation (this phase includes collecting
available data related to a building’s historical back-
ground, style, old photos...)

Survey (including survey in situ, measurement,
historical analyses, the current condition of all
architectural elements with all measurements, crack
pattern and deformation of structure)

. Description/report (explaining level of decay, dam-

ages, materials, cracks, techniques and so forth).
Restitution (proposing possible original shape of
the building)

Restoration (preparation of documentation for
restoration in accordance with best practice rules
and international standards for treatment of his-
torical structures and regulations) with a proposal
for new function

Basic principles for structure,

materials, technology:

Prior to any restoration work taking place, a

detailed appraisal and viable restoration plan

should be developed for each individual build-
ing. In doing so several steps are needed:

* Use of original or traditional materials
(stone, lime plaster)

* Reuse of stone wherever possible;

* Use of lime plaster instead of cement;

* Reversible interventions;

* Decisions concerning type and extent of in-
tervention must be based on prior detailed
inspection of the interior and exterior of a
building

* Wherever possible, local crafts should be
used in reviving traditional elements and
to invent new ones.

* Implementation of any approved action
should be supported by on-site supervision
to ensure quality of the interventions and
their consistency with technical documen-
tation.
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According to extent and types of
damages, several interventions will be
considered during restoration:

Prior to any restoration work taking place, a de-

tailed appraisal and viable restoration plan should

be developed for each individual building. In doing
so several steps are needed:

* Partial dismantling and rebuilding of dilap-
idated walls to restore their original height
using where possible same stone and traditional
materials in local style and building technique

* Reinforce structural stability to ensure strength

¢ Clean joint to provide repointing and reinforce-
ment (where needed)

* Ensure waterproofing

* Clean stone from decolourisation and vege-
tation

* Cleaning of yards

* Grouting rubble

* Rebuild collapsed masonry

* Enhance urban settings of houses

* Ensure buildings are insulated from humidity

* Evaluate the status of the walls to ascertain if
the fill is still solid or needs to be grouted etc.



2. Regulations for construction
of new buildings and for new
additions to existing old
buildings in the old village core:
New designs and extensions capable
of better adapting old buildings to
modern requirements and lifestyles
can add value to the old village core.
Any alterations must be based on
first having adequate information
about the quality of the design, its
potential impact on the values of
the place, opportunities for possi-
ble enhancement, and ensuring that
long term consequences are benign.
Building new structures in the old
village core should only be allowed
after it has been proved via a detailed
survey that an existing building war-
rants demolition, or its architectural
quality undermines the historical
tissue of the old village core with-
out any possibility of improvement
through redesign. Any newly de-
signed structure should be consis-
tent with the overall character of the
village core, should use traditional
building materials, as well as designs
for openings and roofs that suit the
old buildings. Both the capacity and
height of buildings should be iden-
tified. New contemporary designs
may be permitted only if they respect
the old village core’s historical tis-
sue, while proposed volumes, shape,
materials, openings and any other
element should be designed with-
out dominating other surrounding
structures. Volumes of new structures
should reflect the existing urban fab-
ric, while new infills that have plans
bigger then 8m x 10 m should be
designed as broken units consisting
of several connected units smaller in
size (see appendix no 5 and 7).

Regulations for new
constructions

For 2 story elevation
maximum building height

Floor from the ground is 6,5 m
elevation: For 3 floor elevation
maximum building height
from the ground is 10 m

Roof type: Flat; domed.

Roof Traditionally used layers of
covering: lime mortar or stone tiles
Main
construction
material:

Preferably stone, concrete
and block

Stone and plaster (white
and sand colour/beige)
preferably local stone

Facade
finishing:

Type of

openings: Squared and arched

* While designing shop fronts,

to rely on guidelines given in
appendix no. 1.

* While designing tents, to rely

on guidelines given in appendix
no. 2.

* While designing a bus stop, to

rely on guidelines given in ap-
pendix no. 3.

While designing signs and ad-
vertisement, to rely on guide-
lines given in appendix no. 4.
While designing paths and
stairs, to rely on guidelines
given in appendix no. 6.

Recommended disaster
prevention actions:

1. Design and install addition-

al water pipes for fire pro-
tection to cover the whole
area.

. Prepare a manual for land-
scape maintenance.

. Provide water drainage and
ensure it is routinely main-
tained.

. Ensure that water channels
and drainage are routinely
cleaned.

. Control soil quality and
regulate the types of plants
cultivated to prevent bio-
logical disasters.

. Install warning signs to
minimize the risk of fire
as well as hazards to the
ecosystem.
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HOUSE TYPE 3
Concept proposal for new function
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